Evaluating Software for Purchase

There are several technical considerations to take into account before purchasing any new software.  Listed below are the most important issues to the IT / Ed Tech. Departments.  

Please keep these software purchase guidelines in mind prior to making a purchase. No software can be supported without following these procedures.

1. No software used on a daily basis should require a CDROM to run.  CD-ROM’s get scratched, misplaced or stolen.  Distribution at the beginning and end of class is also time consuming for the lab instructor or teacher.  CDROM software that is deemed significant may be copied to the server and run from there.  This procedure is supported by most vendors but will require additional testing before a purchase is approved.  If software is purchased that requires CD-ROM media, it will be the responsibility of the users to replace and/or reproduce CD-ROM media required. A testing server has been established in the Ed Tech lab at 948 Main Street for the purpose of previewing and testing all software that meet these requirements.

2. Software should be capable of displaying in multiple resolutions and color depts. And should not automatically change display settings when it launches.  This will prevent the teacher from having to change and/or reset color or screen settings based on an individual title i.e. 640x480x256 colors.

3. Programs that utilize the older DOS based operating system will not be supported.  Programs should be able to run with Microsoft’s Windows 2000/XP desktop operating software and the Novell Netware 6.0 server network system.

4. Titles needing Apple’s QuickTime viewer should be tested for upward compatibility.  Some older titles have been known to require certain versions of this multimedia viewer.

5. Some sort of management system or book marking should be included on curriculum based software to prevent students having to start from the beginning each time.  Most retail software will usually not include this feature, but lab packs of Educational software may.

6. Titles requiring audio support must be compatible with our existing hardware.

In Summary, please note the following steps have been instituted to standardize the software evaluation process. No support will be provided for software purchased that does not conform to these guidelines and procedures.

1. When contacting the software vendor, order a full evaluation version.  Avoid all demo versions if possible.  These are not full copies of the software and may not have all features included.

2. Find out what the license arrangements, agreements and conditions are for the product.

3. Upon receiving the evaluation copies, please deliver it to the ED Tech Department at 948 Main Street.  In addition please fill out the enclosed form.

4. The Ed Tech and IT Departments will then load, test and evaluate the software as it pertains to the current BBOE network infrastructure.

5. A report will then be issued to your department. Provided that there are no network

Problems, a software preview session can be arranged.





VIEW FORM
