
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Packet for Week of 3/30/20 
 
I hope that everyone is doing well and staying safe. I know many students are working hard and 
staying connected to school. I would like to say to all our students that “We miss you!” For those 
students who may be seeing this as time away from school, please get connected today. We need 
all of you to be working on your school assignments daily, so you are prepared for when school 
is back in session.  
 
We are asking all parents to please bring your child’s completed packets back to school on 
Wednesday, April 1st. If you absolutely require a printed copy of the new lessons, you will 
receive them when you drop off.  
 
It is extremely important that you please put your child’s name, grade, and teacher on the front 
page of their packet before dropping it off. This will make it much easier to get it to their teacher 
for review. 
 
We want to limit the number of people coming to the schools. All students and parents may 
start submitting your child’s work online to his/her class through our Microsoft Teams (LMS).  
 
Please watch the videos on how to do this with your devices different types of devices using the 
below link. 
 
How to submit Learning Packet online! https://www.bridgeportedu.net/dlsubmit 
 
If you are having any trouble after watching the video, please take a picture of all pages and 
email them to your child’s teacher. Their email address will be on the school website by April 
1st. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael J. Testani  
Superintendent 

Grade 7 

https://www.bridgeportedu.net/dlsubmit


BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS - LEARNING EXPERIENCES SCHEDULE 
GRADE SEVEN 

 
Reading is important. Students should read daily and record books read on the attached reading log daily. 

 

Suggested reading materials: Children’s books, newspapers, magazines, cookbook, how-to manuals, 
nutritional information on food packaging, YouTube stories 

 
Day 1 - Wed. April 1, 2020 Day 2 - Thurs. April 2, 2020 Day 3 - Fri. April 3, 2020 Day 4 - Mon. April 6, 2020 

Reading 
Writing 

Mathematics 
Science  

Reading 
Mathematics 

Science 
Social Studies 

Writing 
Mathematics 

Science  
Social Studies 

Reading  
Writing 

Mathematics 
Science 

Social Studies 
Day 5 - Tues. April 7, 2020  Day 6 - Wed. April 8, 2020 Day 7 - Thurs. April 9, 2020 Day 8 - Fri. April 10, 2020  

Reading 
Writing  
Science  

Social Studies 

Reading  
Writing 

Mathematics 
Social Studies  

PE/Health 
Music  

Art 
ESL (as needed) 

No School 
Good Friday 

 
Day 1 – Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

• Reading 
• Writing 
• Mathematics  
• Science 
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
Day 2 – Thursday, April 2, 2020 

• Reading 
• Mathematics  
• Science 
• Social Studies  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
Day 3 – Friday, April 3, 2020 

• Writing 
• Mathematics 
• Science  
• Social Studies  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
Day 4 – Monday, April 6, 2020 

• Reading  
• Writing 
• Mathematics  
• Science  
• Social Studies  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
 



BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS - LEARNING EXPERIENCES SCHEDULE 
GRADE SEVEN 

 
Day 5 – Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

• Reading  
• Writing 
• Science  
• Social Studies  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
Day 6 – Wednesday, April 8, 2020 

• Reading  
• Writing 
• Mathematics  
• Social Studies  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
Day 7 – Thursday, April 9, 2020 

• Art (Complete one of the two recommended activities) 
• PE/Health (Complete one of the two recommended activities) 
• Music (Complete one of the two recommended activities) 
• ESL (If student is receiving this program)  
• Independent Reading – 45 minutes (To be divided into three 15-minute sessions) 

 
 

Optional online programs: 
 

• i-Ready (Math & Reading) – Grades K-8 – Three times (3X) per week for 15 minutes each session  
 

• Moby Max (All Subject Areas) Grades K-8 – Three times (3X) per week for 15 minutes each session 
 

• LEXIA Core 5 (READING) – Grades K-2 – Three times (3X) per week for 15 minutes each session 
 



Copyright © 2012  K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.        www.k12reader.com

Name: _____________________________________________ Month:  __________________  

Date Name of Book Author Time spent 
reading

Daily Reading Log

http://www.k12reader.com
http://www.k12reader.com
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Grade: 7th                  Subject:  Language Arts 
Activity:                                            Introduction to POETRY 
 
Read: 
Poetry is different from reading a story or a novel in many ways. Below are some big ideas that highlight 
some of these differences. 
 
Poetry is written in lines and stanzas. 

 
These are similar in structure to sentences and paragraphs, however there are no formal  
rules as to punctuation or formatting. 
 
2. Poetry speaks to the mind as well as the to the heart. 
 
You can like a poem for what it says (the mind part), and you can like it for how it makes you feel (the heart 

part).  It’s the “heart part” that really separates poetry from other forms of writing. When poets speak to the 

mind, they use theme. When poets speak to the heart, they use mood. 

3. Poetry can say so much in so few words. 

Poets create word pictures using “sensory” details that describe sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and other 
physical feelings. This is called imagery.  

4. Poetry speaks in figurative language. 

Poets also create special word pictures by comparing different things.  Poets use similes-comparing two 

things using “like” or “as” (example:  “You are as brave as a lion.”), metaphors-comparing two unlike things 

without using “like” or “as” (example:  “The snow is a white blanket.”), symbols-using one thing to represent 

another (example:  A dove represents, and is symbolic of, peace), and personification-giving human 

characteristics to inhuman things (example:  “Lightning danced across the sky.”). 

5. Poetry pleases the ears. 

Poets also use sound devices to make their poems pleasing to hear. These devices include onomatopoeia 

(examples:  “Beep,” Boom,” “Chirp,” “Hiss”); alliteration (example:  “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled 

peppers”); repetition (example:  “Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!”), rhyme (example:  “Star Light, Star 

Bright, First Star I See Tonight”), and rhythm (this has to do with the number of lines in a stanza, the 

number of syllables in a line, and what is emphasized or stressed when you read the poem out loud). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Practice: 

Since poetry is written in lines and stanzas, think of these as sentences and paragraphs that we’re used to 

seeing in prose (stories/novels). 

Lines (sentences): rows of words written across a page in a poem 

Stanzas (paragraphs): A group of lines that form the divisions of a poem.  You can usually recognize these 
by the spaces between them. 

Let’s make sure we can identify these in a poem: 

a) Put a number beside each line counting up (1,2,3, etc.) 

b) Circle each stanza 

Roses are red 
Violets are blue 
Sugar is sweet 
And so are you 

 
But roses always die 

And violets shrivel away 
But forever you will be as sweet 

As you are today 
 

How many lines are in this poem? _____________ 

How many stanzas are in this poem? _____________ 

Next, it’s important to understand that a lot of poetry deals with the differences between literal and 

figurative language. 

Literal language: Words that literally mean exactly what it says. 

Figurative language: Words that use creative language by being descriptive. These DO NOT actually mean 
exactly what it says. 

 Example: “It’s raining cats and dogs.” 

Literally speaking, what is happening outside in this example? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Figuratively speaking, what is happening outside in this example? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 
 

SCHOOL:    BPS Distance Learning    GRADE: 7        SUBJECT: English Language Arts  
ACTIVITY: CHARACTER ANALYSIS 
Think about the characters from a story/book we read this school year. Write the 

character names, and a description for each character. 
 
Main Character _________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minor Character __________________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor Character __________________________________________ 
 
 



SCHOOL: Read School GRADE: 7 SUBJECT: Mathematics 

ACTIVITY: Factoring Algebraic Expressions 
 
Standard: 7.EE.1 Apply properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor, and expand 
linear expressions with rational coefficients. I can combine like terms with rational coefficients. I can 
factor and expand linear expressions with rational coefficients using the distributive property. I can 
apply properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor, and expand linear expressions 
with rational coefficients. 

Objective: Students will be able to factor algebraic expressions 

Prior Knowledge Needed: Dividing Rational Numbers with negatives present 
 
Activity Explained: Factoring using the Ladder Method 
 
Factoring is the reverse of using the distributive property. Factoring takes an algebraic expression like 
6x + 24 and puts it back into the form of 6(x + 4). This is done by finding the greatest common factor 
of the terms. 
 
Finding the greatest common factor of two numbers means to find the largest number that goes into 
both numbers. For example, the greatest common factor between 10 and 25 is 5, because 5 x 2 is 10 
and 5 x 5 is 25. 
 
However, it isn’t as quick to find the greatest common factor between two larger numbers. The 
Ladder Method is an organizational tool that helps find the greatest common factor of two numbers. 
Let’s use this method to find the greatest common factor of 24 and 36. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Step 5: Multiply the numbers that appear on the left side. 2 x 6 = 12. 12 represents the greatest 
common factor. 
 
Now let’s connect this method with factoring algebraic expressions: 
 

2 24 36 

 12 18 

   

2 24 36 

6 12 18 

 2 3 

 24 36 

   

   

2 24 36 

   

   

Step 4: If both new numbers can be 

divided again, repeat steps 2 and 3. In 

this case, both numbers can be 

divided by 6. 

Step 1: Place both numbers on the 

top of the “ladder.” 

 

Step 2: Place a small number that 

goes into both numbers. 

Step 3: Divide both large numbers by 

that small number. 24/2 = 12. 36/2 = 

18. Place 12 and 18 number 24 and 

36. 



Let’s use 24x + 36 as our first example since we already found the greatest common factor (12) 
 

Going back to the final ladder, the numbers on the left represented our greatest 
common factor when multiplied. The numbers on the bottom represent our answers 
when we divide the larger numbers by our greatest common factor. For example, 
24/12 = 2, and 36/12 = 3. 

 
24x + 36 transforms into 12(2x + 3). The greatest common factor appears in the front. 24x/12 = 2x and 
36/12 = 3. 
 
Example 2: 15y – 45 
First, find the greatest common factor between the terms: 
 
On the left, I used 5 and 3 to break up the larger numbers. 5 x 3 = 15. That’s our 
greatest common factor. 
 
On the bottom, I got 1 and 3 as my coefficients in my factored expressions.  
 
 15y – 45 → 15(1y – 3) 
 
Example 3: -24b + 64 
In this case, we will factor out the negative along with the greatest common factor. This means our 
first division will be -2 instead of 2. Also, you can include the variable. 
 
On the left, the greatest common factor is -2 x 2 x 2, which equals -8. 
 
-24b + 64 → -8(3b – 8) 
 
 
Example 4: -36x -84y 
In this case, we will factor out the negative along with the greatest common factor. This means our 
first division will be -2 instead of 2. Also, you can include the variables 
 
On the left, the greatest common factor is -2 x 2 x 2 x 3, which equals -12. 
 
-36x – 84y → -12(3x + 7y) 
 
 
 
Example 5: -75 + 50j 
In this case, we will factor out the negative along with the greatest common factor. This means our 
first division will be -5 instead of 5. Also, you can include the variable. 
 
On the left, the greatest common factor is -5 x 5, which equals -25. 
 
-75 + 50j → -25(3 – 2j) 

2 24 36 

6 12 18 

 2 3 

5 15 45 

3 3 9 

 1 3 

-2 -24b 64 

2 12b -32 

2 6b -16 

 3b -8 

-2 -36x -84y 

2 18x 42y 

3 9x 21y 

 3x 7y 

   

-5 -75 50j 

5 15 -10j 

 3 -2j 

 



Student Name: Teacher Name: Date Completed: 
Factoring Practice 

Directions: Factor the following simplified expressions. Remember to find the Greatest 

Common Factor for the term in front of the parentheses. Use the ladder method to find the 

greatest common factor is needed. 

Simplified Expression Greatest Common Factor Factored Expression 

5x + 30 5 5(x + 6) 

1) 16x – 42   

2) 5x – 25   

3) -14x + 70   

4) -3x + 9   

5) -18x – 9y   

6) 42 – 84b   

7) 90v – 18m + 30n   

8) -8x – 10   

9) -32g – 56h   

10) -36w – 54f + 72k   

 



 

School: BPS Distance Learning             Grade: 7                     Subject: Science 
ACTIVITY: 
Read the background information on circulation in the atmosphere and use the reading to answer the review 
questions. 

 

 

Name Date HR 

 

 

Circulation in the Atmosphere 

[Figure1] 

Where can you go to experience wind? 

Wind is one of the most obviously dynamic 
features of our dynamic planet. For a long time 
Mt. Washington in New Hampshire was known as 
the windiest place on Earth. It no longer is called 
that, but it's still plenty windy. A wind speed of 231 
miles per hour was recorded on the mountain in 
April 1934. In a 200 mph wind, you would not be 
able to stand up. Temperatures due to wind chill 
would be outrageously cold!  

Atmospheric Circulation 

Wind is just moving air. You can't really see it. Whether it’s a gentle breeze or strong wind, you are 
most aware of air when it moves (Figure below). You can feel its molecules press against you. You 
can see things, like dirt and leaves, moving in the wind. And you can see object moving, like flags and 
trees, as a result of the wind. 

 

How can you tell the wind is blowing in these photos?[Figure2] 

  

https://www.ck12.org/c/physics/speed
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/circulation/lesson/Circulation-in-the-Atmosphere-MS-ES/?referrer=concept_details#x-ck12-TVMtRVMtMTUtMTktRWZmZWN0cy1vZi1haXItbW92ZW1lbnQ.


Why Air Moves 
Air movement takes place in the troposphere. This is the lowest layer of the atmosphere. Air moves 
because of differences in heating. These differences create convection currents and winds (Figure 
below). 

• Air in the troposphere (TROH-pos-FEAR) is warmer near the ground. The warm air rises 
because it is light. The light, rising air creates an area of low air pressure at the surface. 

• The rising air cools as it reaches the top of the troposphere. The air gets denser, so it sinks to 
the surface. The sinking, heavy air creates an area of high air pressure near the ground. 

• Air always flows from an area of higher pressure to an area of lower pressure. Air flowing over 
Earth’s surface is called wind. The greater the difference in pressure, the stronger the wind 
blows. 

 

Differences in air temperature cause convection currents and wind.[Figure3] 

Watch the video for additional information about convection currents!  

https://youtu.be/VxGIiOTuAIs  
 

Summary 

• Warm air rises because it is less dense. This creates an area of low pressure. 
• Cool air sinks because it is denser. This creates an area of high pressure. 
• Wind blows from areas of high pressure to areas of low pressure. 

 

 

 

https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/troposphere
https://www.ck12.org/c/physics/convection
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/circulation/lesson/Circulation-in-the-Atmosphere-MS-ES/?referrer=concept_details#x-ck12-TVMtRVMtMTUtMjAtQ29udmVjdGlvbi1jdXJyZW50LWFuZC13aW5k
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/troposphere
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/troposphere
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/temperature
https://www.ck12.org/c/physics/convection
https://youtu.be/VxGIiOTuAIs


Review Questions 

1. Diagram and label OR describe the parts of a convection cell in the troposphere. 

 

 

 

  

 

2. Why does warm air rise? Why does cool air sink? 

 

 

 

  

 

3. What creates wind? 

 

 

 

 

 

 4. Some homes are heated with hot water running through radiators, like the one 
in this picture. However, homes can be heated in several other ways.  
 
How might one of these radiators heat an entire room? Describe using your 
understanding of convection currents. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.ck12.org/c/physics/convection


     GRADE: _7__                    SUBJECT: __Literacy________________ 

ACTIVITY:  

Read the article about figures of speech. Underline or highlight KEY DETAILS and ACADEMIC 

VOCABULARY. Answer the Quiz Questions that follow the article.   

Figures of speech 

 
Figures of speech add detail to speaking and writing. Figures of speech use well-known things or 
ideas to describe something else. 

Metaphor 
A metaphor compares two different things. One example is by William Shakespeare: "All the 
world's a stage, And all the men and women merely players: They have their exits and their 
entrances." Shakespeare uses theater words to describe how people behave. 
Some metaphors compare things to nature. "The eye of the storm" and "a mountain of work" are 
examples.  
 

Simile 
Similes compare things using the word "like" or "as." One example from the poet Robert Burns is: 
"My love is like a red, red rose." His love is beautiful. He does not love a flower. Other examples 
are "as cold as ice" and "as wise as an owl." 
 

Personification 
Personification gives human qualities to things or animals. "The walls have ears" and "Money 
talks" are examples. Anthropomorphism is a type of personification used for animals. Mickey 
Mouse, Donald Duck and Bugs Bunny talk and wear clothes. 
 

Metonymy And Synecdoche 
Metonymy uses a word to replace a similar idea. One example is using the word "Pentagon" 
instead of "Department of Defense." The Department of Defense works inside the Pentagon. 
Synecdoche uses a part to describe the whole. For example, "There are a lot of hard hats working 
on this new building." "Hard hats" refers to construction workers.  
 

Hyperbole And Understatement 
Hyperbole makes something out to be more than it is. Understatement says something is less than 
it really is. "I have a mountain of work to do" is hyperbole. An understatement is "Adolf Hitler was 
not a great person." He committed war crimes.  
 

Alliteration And Onomatopoeia 
Alliteration and onomatopoeia make sounds with words. Alliteration repeats the same sound. One 
example is "the dear, dead days." Onomatopoeia uses words to create sounds. Vachel Lindsay used 
onomatopoeia: "Beat an empty barrel with the handle of a broom Hard as they were able, Boom, 
boom, BOOM." 
 



 

Idiom And Slang 
Over time, people have created new ways of saying things. 
An idiom does not make sense if the words are taken exactly for what they mean. Common idioms 
are "Catch a cold" and "Run up a bill." 
Many groups have created slang. Slang is hard for others to understand. 
The word "rhubarb" means "argument" to baseball players. A "one-horse town" means a boring 
place. "Off-the-wall" means "weird." Slang keeps growing. 
 

QUIZ QUESTIONS:  

1) Which question is answered in the introduction [paragraph 1]?  

 

(A) What do figures of speech do?  

(B) How many figures of speech are there? 

(C) Which poets use figures of speech? 

(D) When did figures of speech first get used?  

 

2) Read the section "Metaphor." Select the sentence from the section that explains what William 

Shakespeare's metaphor means.  

 

(A) A metaphor compares two different things.  

(B) One example is by William Shakespeare: "All the world's a stage, And all the men and women 

merely players: They have their exits and their entrances."  

(C) Shakespeare uses theater words to describe how people behave.  

(D) Some metaphors compare things to nature.  

 

3) What can a reader learn by looking at the article's section titles?  

 

(A) the names of different types of figures of speech  

(B) the books and poems that use figures of speech  

(C) the things or ideas that figures of speech describe  

(D) the problems with using figures of speech 

 

 4) In which section of the article would the author add information about a figure of speech that is 

only used by certain groups of people?  

 

(A) "Metonymy And Synecdoche"  

(B) "Hyperbole And Understatement"  

(C) "Alliteration And Onomatopoeia" 

(D) "Idiom And Slang" 

 

 

 



 

 

Name: ________________________________ 

Adding and Subtracting Integers Riddle 

Directions: Add or Subtract the following integers. Then write the letter below the line that the answer corresponds to. 

Hint: 9 – 12: Follow PEMDAS! 

 

1.)  – 16 +  (– 28) =     2.) 9 – (– 2) =     3.)  12 + (– 63) =  

 

 

 

 

 

4.) – 18 – ( – 12) =     5.) – 17 + 21 =    6.) 5 – 16 = 

 

 

 

 

 

7.) – 14 + 14 =     8.) – 12 – 3 =     9.) 16 + (– 7) – 7= 

 

 

 

 

 

10.) – 2 – ( – 13) + 8 =   11.) – 5 + 9 – 12 =   12.) – 16 – 9 + 15 =  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL:  Jettie S. Tisdale                GRADE: _7th __                    SUBJECT: Math 

ACTIVITY:  Students will add and subtract integers to answer the riddle. 
 



What is the easiest way to double your money? 

 

 

 

____ ____ ____  ____ ____  ____ ____  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

 - 51   - 15   - 44     11   - 44     11     0      2     4     19     0   - 44 

 

____ ____  ____ ____ ____  ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

   19     2    - 44   - 11    - 8     - 6     11     4    - 10    19   - 10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code Box 

U = - 15 P = - 51 O = 19   I = 11  N = 0  R = - 10 

R = 4  T = - 44 E = - 8  M = - 6  F = 2  H = - 11 



School: BPS Distance Learning            Grade: 7                     Subject: Science 
ACTIVITY: 
Read the background information on air masses and use the reading to answer the review questions. 

 
Fronts 

Name 
 

Date 
 

HR 
 

  

 
What happens when one air mass meets another? 

This sight is common when one air mass meets another. You can almost see one air mass being 
pushed up over the other. When two air masses meet, the result is often a storm. Have you been to 
the Midwestern United States in the spring? This is a common sight. 
  

Fronts 

When cold air masses move south from the poles, they run into warm air masses moving north from 
the tropics. The boundary between two air masses is called a front. Air masses usually don’t mix at a 
front. The differences in temperature and pressure cause clouds and precipitation. Types of fronts 
include cold, warm, occluded, and stationary fronts. 
 
Cold Fronts 

A cold front forms when a cold air mass 
runs into a warm air mass (Figure right). 
The cold air mass moves faster than the 
warm air mass. So the cold air mass lifts 
the warm air mass out of its way. As the 
warm air rises, its water vapor 
condenses. Clouds form, and 
precipitation falls. If the warm air is very 
humid, precipitation can be heavy. 
Temperature and pressure differences 
between the two air masses cause winds. 
Winds may be very strong along a cold 
front. 
  

Cold fronts often bring stormy weather.[Figure2] 

  

https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/air-masses
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/air-masses
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/air-masses
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/temperature
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/clouds
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/precipitation
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/fronts/lesson/Weather-Fronts-MS-ES/?referrer=concept_details#x-ck12-TVMtRVMtMTYtMDctQ29sZC1mcm9udA..
https://www.ck12.org/c/biology/water
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/clouds
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/precipitation
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/temperature
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/weather


As the fast-moving cold air mass keeps advancing, so does the cold front. Cold fronts often bring 
sudden changes in the weather. There may be a thin line of storms right at the front that moves as it 
moves. In the spring and summer, the storms may be thunderstorms and tornadoes. In the late fall 
and winter, the storms may bring snow. After a cold front passes, the cold air mass behind it brings 

cooler temperatures. The air is likely to be less 
humid as well. Can you explain why? 

 
Warm Fronts 

When a warm air mass runs into a cold air 
mass, it creates a warm front (Figure below). 
The warm air mass is moving faster than the 
cold air mass. The warm air mass then flows 
up over the cold air mass. As the warm air 
rises, it cools. This brings about clouds and 
sometimes light precipitation. Warm fronts 
move slowly and cover a wide area. After a 
warm front passes, the warm air mass behind 
it brings warmer temperatures. The warm air is 
also likely to be more humid. 

Warm fronts generally bring cloudy weather.[Figure3] 

 

Occluded Fronts 

With an occluded front, a warm air mass 
becomes trapped between two cold air masses. 
The warm air is lifted up above the cold air 
(Figure below). Cloudy weather and precipitation 
along the front are typical. 

How does an occluded front differ from a warm or cold front? 

[Figure4] 

 

 

 

 

 

Stationary Fronts 

Sometimes two air masses stop moving when they meet. These stalled air masses create a 
stationary front. Such a front may bring clouds and precipitation to the same area for many days. 

Summary 

• Much of the weather occurs at fronts, where air masses meet. 
• In a warm front, a warm air mass slides over a cold air mass. In a cold front, a cold air mass 

slides under a warm air mass. 
• An occluded front has three air masses: cold, warm, and cold. 

Additional resources on Fronts: https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/fronts/  

https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/weather
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/thunderstorms
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/tornadoes
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/fronts/lesson/Weather-Fronts-MS-ES/?referrer=concept_details#x-ck12-TVMtRVMtMTYtMDgtV2FybS1mcm9udA..
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/clouds
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/precipitation
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/fronts/lesson/Weather-Fronts-MS-ES/?referrer=concept_details#x-ck12-TVMtRVMtMTYtMDktT2NjbHVkZWQtZnJvbnQ.
https://www.ck12.org/c/earth-science/fronts/


Review Questions 

1. What characteristics give warm fronts and cold fronts their names? 

 

  

 

2. Describe a warm front. What weather is found with a warm front? 

 

  

 

3. Describe a cold front. What weather is found with a cold front? 

 

  

 

4. How does an occluded front form? 

 

 

  

 

 



Name: Class: Date: 
 

   
 

 Grade:  7 Subject:  Social Studies 

Activity: 

Directions: Below is William Bradford’s record of the journey while traveling on the 
Mayflower. Please read the journal entry carefully. Below the journal entry, write a short, one 
paragraph response about how you would have survived the journey on the Mayflower. What are 
some things you might have done to pass time and what are some of the things you would have 
done to stay healthy? If there is a word you do not know, try to locate the definition in a 
dictionary if you have one handy, or use dictionary.com. 

Background Information: William Bradford was a prominent member of the expedition and 
would soon be elected governor of the Plymouth Colony. He kept a record of the journey and we 
join his story as the Mayflower sails out of Plymouth: (The Old English of the original account 
has been modernized) 

Journal Entry: And I may mention here a special work of God's providence. There was a proud 
and very profane young man; one of the sea-men, of a lusty, able body, which made him the more 
haughty; he would always be condemning the poor people in their sickness, and cursing them daily 
with grievous execrations, and told them, that he hoped to help to cast half of them over board 
before they came to their journey's end, and to make merry with what they had; and if he were by 
any gently reproved, he would curse and swear most bitterly. But it pleased God before they came 
half seas over, to smite this young man with a grievous disease, of which he died in a desperate 
manner, and so was himself the first that was thrown overboard. Thus his curses fell on his own 
head; and it was an astonishment to all his fellows, for they noted it to be the just hand of God 
upon him. 

After they had enjoyed fair winds and weather, they encountered many times, crosswinds, and met 
with many fierce storms, with which the ship was thoroughly shaken, and her upper works made 
very leaky; and one of the main beams amidships was downed and cracked, which put them in 
some fear that the ship could not be able to perform the voyage. So some of the chiefs of the 
company, perceiving the mariners to fear the condition of the ship, as appeared by their mutterings, 
they entered into serious consultation with the master and other officers of the ship, to consider 
whether to return, rather than to cast themselves into desperate and inevitable peril. And truly there 
was great distraction and difference of opinion amongst the mariners themselves. 

But in examining of all opinions, the master and others affirmed they knew the ship to be strong 
and firm underwater; and for the buckling of the main beam, there was a great iron screw the 
passengers brought out of Holland, which would raise the beam into its place; which was done. 
The carpenter and master affirmed that with a post put under it, set firm in the lower deck, and 
other ways bound, he would make it sufficient. And as for the decks and upper works they would 
caulk them as well as they could, and though with the working of the ship they would not long 
hold firm, they would be safe as long as they did not over-stress her with sails. 

So they committed themselves to the will of God, and resolved to proceed. In many of these storms 
the winds were so fierce, and the seas so high, as they could not bear a knot of sail, but were forced 
to heave to [face into the wind to stop the ship], for many days together. And in one of them, as 
they thus lay hove to, in a mighty storm, a strapping young man (called John Howland) was, with 
a lurch of the ship thrown into the sea; but it pleased God that he caught hold of the ropes which 
hung overboard. He held his hold (though he was many feet under water) till he was hauled up by 



Name: Class: Date: 
 

   
 

the same rope to the brim of the water, and then with a boathook and other means got into the ship 
again, and his life saved. 

In all this voyage there died but one of the passengers, which was William Butten, a youth, servant 
to Samuel Fuller, when they drew near the coast. 

...after long beating at sea they fell with that land which is called Cape Cod: they were not a little 
joyful! After some deliberation amongst themselves and with the master of the ship, they resolved 
to sail southward to find someplace about Hudson's river for their habitation. But after they had 
sailed that course about half a day, they fell amongst dangerous shoals and roaring breakers, and 
resolved to bear up again for the Cape, and thought themselves happy to get out of those dangers 
before night overtook them. 

Being thus arrived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed 
the God of heaven, who had brought them over the vast and furious ocean, and delivered them 
from all the perils and miseries thereof." 

 



School:  BPS Distance Learning        Grade:  7& 8 Subject:  ELA/Writing 
 
Lesson:  What you are living through is history and if you record it as it is happening, then 
your writings become primary documents. 
 
Activity:  Each day, for the next 15 days, choose ONE prompt and write a FULL page answering 
the prompt.  Write the prompt at the top of the page. 
 
I Was There Journal – My Personal Record from the 2020 Coronavirus 
Writing Prompts 
 
1. When did you first hear about the coronavirus? What were your initial thoughts about it and 
how have they changed as the situation has evolved? 
2. Describe a typical day before the pandemic began affecting Americans verses how it affects 
you 
today. Compare and contrast your schedule. What was better before and what is better now? 
3. How do you feel? There are some frightening things happening, but there are also a lot of 
positive things happening. What things do you find the most comforting today? 
4. Have you watched as the government has addressed the nation? How do you and your family 
feel about the way the situation has been handled? What do you think they have done right? 
What 
would you do differently (if anything) if you were in charge? 
5. Social media is a big part of our modern day lives. Give us a few examples of how you have 
seen others responding to the virus online. Have you put anything out there? 
6. Often in stressful situations we begin to experience some changes in our sleep patterns, our 
appetite, or our mood. Have you or a family member been experiencing any of these things? 
What 
are some ways you can contribute to a healthy mind, body, and spirit? 
7. When American's first heard the virus could cause us all to have to spend a few weeks at 
home, many went grocery shopping in a big way. Soon, toilet paper, hand sanitizer, and canned 
foods were flying off the shelves. How did your family prepare? How are supplies holding out 
and 
how do you re-stock your supplies? What's one thing you wish you had a lot of? 
8. It is best when we have someone to confide in about our concerns. Do you have someone 
you 
can talk to honestly about the situation? What do you discuss? If you haven't really spoken to 
anyone yet, take this time to write a letter to someone you would trust with your most honest 
feelings about the situation. (You don't ever have to mail it if you don't want to.) 
9. Are you doing online school or just taking a break? Share about how and what you have been 
learning since the schools closed. 
10. Have you found a new favorite game, exercise, sport, movie, tv show, or book since the 
quarantine began? How are you spending your time at home? 
11. A lot of American's have been working around their homes to spend their time wisely. Some 
have taken on projects, gotten more organized, did landscaping, or repaired things. Have you 



started any projects at your house? If not, can you think of something you might want to start 
now? 
12. Are you discovering that is hard to get some things that your family usually has a lot of? Tell 
about the changes to the way you use your resources and what you have learned as you have 
experienced this new way of life ? 
13. When the quarantine is over and life returns to normal in America again, where is the first 
place you want to go and why did you choose this destination? 
14. Has this situation offered you more family time? Talk about a few good things that have 
come 
from being home together. 
15. This situation with the coronavirus has affected every person in the country. In 
what ways do you think America may become stronger and better because of this 
shared experience. 
© 



 
School:    Johnson  Grade:7 Subject: Mathematics 
Activity:  Using geometry in  Real Life Careers:  (2G)  

  
 

• Brainstorm 10 Careers that incorporate:   Area, Perimeter, and Volume. 

• Use the circle Map provided: Thinking skill:  Prior knowledge fill in it! 

• Be very specific on the job title and explain how that job uses area, perimeter and volume. 

• Write at least 3 sentences each, minimum of 5 careers, and you can illustrate different examples. 

• Circle Map 2G 

 

 



For each garden plot, draw a garden plot that is similar to the given plot but larger. Then draw a garden plot that is 

similar to the given plot but smaller. 

 

    

     

This triangular garden has the following dimensions:  Height is 1 cm. and length is 4 

cm. 

 

• Find the area for plot 1- the formula is:  (Length times Width) Now find the Perimeter for plot 1- (sum of all 

sides). 

• Find the area for the triangular plot 2-  the formula is:(1/2bh)  

• Problem 2:  Creating Garden Plots: 

You are creating garden plots as a garden designer and the area for the fenced in garden is:  36 square feet.  

• Illustrate different garden plots and label each side with the dimensions for length and width. Remember the area 

for the plot is 36 square inches. 

• Use the graph paper provided to illustrate each plot. 

• Can you name all the different polygons you used? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



School: BPS Distance Learning           Grade: 7                     Subject: Science 
ACTIVITY: 
Read the background information on why conduction matters and use the reading to answer the review 
questions. 

 

Name  Date  HR  

Why Does Conduction Matter? 

Getting Ready 

Have you ever hard-boiled an egg? When you start, the egg is not solid on the inside. When you crack 

and peel the egg and eat it, the center is cooked and firm. How do you think that happens? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In class today, you heated 

the end of a metal rod and 

saw evidence that the heat 

was transferred from one 

end to the other. You learned 

that this is called conduction. 

If you put a metal pan on the 

stove, even though the heat 

is under the pan, the metal 

handle on the pan can 

become very hot. This is just 

like the rod from the 

investigation you did in class. 

By conduction, the heat is transferred from the bottom of the pan to the end of the handle. In this reading, 

you will find out how conduction cooks food, like your hard-boiled egg. 

 

 

 



Conduction and Your Food 

Have you ever thought about how food gets hot? In order for food to cook, it has to come into contact with 

a hotter object like a pan. Think about what you do to cook hard-boiled eggs. You start with a pan of water 

and put it on the stove. Turn on the stove and the burner transfers energy to the pan. That is conduction. 

The thermal energy from the pan is transferred to the water. Because the eggs are in contact with the 

water, thermal energy is transferred to them by conduction. But what cooks the inside of the egg? 

 

Have you ever helped crack an egg, or watched someone 

else do it? If so, then you have seen that what is inside the 

egg is gooey and soupy? An egg white (which is usually 

clear) and a squishy round yellow yolk in the middle. Why 

does an egg that was boiled in hot water form into 

something solid that you can hold in your hand? The 

reason why eggs transform shape when they are heated 

(boiled in their shell or even just fried or scrambled in a 

pan) has to do with what they are made up of? a lot of proteins. Proteins are molecules that make up a 

large part of most living things, and it is important for us to eat proteins as part of our diet. 

 

When the proteins of a raw, liquid egg come into contact with heat, it causes them to change form. When 

you increase the temperature of the food, you increase the speed of the molecules in a food. The greater 

their speed, the more they collide. These collisions between the molecules can lead to changes in 

molecular structures by creating new molecules. These collisions break apart the protein molecules and 

create new molecules. These new molecules have different characteristic colors, flavors, and textures 

from the original molecules. The formation of new molecules is called a chemical reaction. A chemical 

reaction is necessary to break down the proteins that are in the uncooked egg. 

 

Remember what you learned about conduction. It is all about the motion of the molecules inside of 

objects. As the molecules move faster, the object has more thermal energy. Those fast-moving molecules 

bump into others and make them move faster. So that is what happens inside the egg. As the molecules 

in the egg white start to move faster, some of their energy gets transferred to the yolk. As they all move 

faster, the thermal energy inside of the egg increases and cooks the egg all the way to the yolk. 

 

 

 

 

 



Do you think that conduction is what heats and cooks other food as well?  

Describe another example of how conduction cooks food. 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at the picture of the hand holding an ice cube. The ice cube that this person is holding is melting. 

Use what you know about conduction to draw a diagram that explains what is happening in this 

image. Add arrows to show the movement of energy.  

 

 

 

If you remembered that the energy moves from where it is warmer to where it is cooler, then your diagram 

should show the heat being transferred from the hand to the ice cube by conduction. As more thermal 

energy is transferred from the hand to the ice cube, it melts. So what does all of that have to do with 

weather? In this lesson, you learned that air at the surface of the Earth is heated from below by 

conduction. The energy is transferred to the air and the thermal energy of the air increases. Temperature 

measures the thermal energy of an object. You identified temperature as a condition of weather. On the 

DQB, the class is keeping track of what happens to matter and energy during a storm. In this lesson, you 

added the idea of conduction as a way that energy is transferred and moved. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   GRADE: ___7                 SUBJECT: ________________Social Studies ___ 
ACTIVITY:  
7th Grade: History is always changing. In the following worksheet students will look at Washington D.C. 
when it was first built to what it is today. Students will read two passages and then respond to the 
Depth of Knowledge questions to follow.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 GRADE: _7__                    SUBJECT: Literacy___________ 

ACTIVITY:  Read the poem Dreams by Langston Hughes. After reading, answer the questions 

that follow.  
 

 
 

 

1) What do you believe the poem is about? Explain using complete 
sentences.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2) Identify figurative language in the poem. Use chart above to help 
you. How does the figurative language enhance the overall 
idea/message of the poem? Cite evidence to explain your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
3) What is the theme of the poem? Use the chart above to help you. 
What words or lines develop the theme? Cite evidence to explain 
your response.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Before Reading

122

from An American Childhood
Memoir by Annie Dillard

When do you feel most

ALIVE?
We all have something that makes us appreciate the wonder and 
excitement of life.  It might be a tense basketball game, a rocky 
roller-coaster ride, or the thrill of an unexpected snowstorm.  The 
author Annie Dillard has said that nothing makes her feel alive like 
facing a tough challenge.  This selection is about one of the most 
exciting challenges she ever faced.

QUICKWRITE When do you feel most alive?  Reflect on this question 
in a journal entry.  Other questions you might ask yourself are these: 
When do I feel the happiest?  What makes me feel great about my 
life?  When am I glad to be me?  Explain your answers.

122

RI 3 Analyze the 
interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas 
in a text. RI 5 Analyze the 
structure an author uses to 
organize a text. L 5a Interpret 
figures of speech in context.
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Effect/Cause:

Cause:

Effect:

Annie Dillard
born 1945

Childhood Memories 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Dillard 
frequently writes about events in 
her life when she was growing up.  
Her parents shared with her and 
her sisters their favorite books and 
music and told stories and jokes.  
The young Dillard, full of curiosity, 
spent hours studying small pond 
creatures with her microscope.  But 
despite a childhood fi lled with happy 
memories, as Dillard reached her late 
teens, she began to rebel and yearned 
to get away.

A Fulfilling Life 
Dillard got her wish for a new 
adventure when she went away to 
college and began to focus on writing.  
Since then, she has written essays, 
a memoir, poetry, and a Western 
novel.  Dillard spends a great deal of 
time alone in the wilderness, and she 
frequently writes about nature.  One 
might think a nature writer would tend 
to be serious, but Dillard loves to laugh.  
She keeps an “index of jokes” and says 
that “. . . irony has the highest place. . .” 
in literature.

 text analysis: setting in nonfiction
In the memoir you’re about to read, Annie Dillard tells a true 
story from her childhood.  The setting, the time and place in 
which events occur, is the 1950s in suburban Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where Dillard grew up.
 As you read, look for details that help you understand 
and picture where the selection takes place.

We were standing up to our boot tops in snow on a front 
yard on trafficked Reynolds Street . . .

Then look for ways the setting affects events.

 reading skill: recognize cause and effect
Writers use a variety of structural patterns to help them 
write a narrative.  For example, events are often related 
as cause and effect: one event brings about the other.  The 
event that happens first is the cause; 
the one that follows is the effect.  
Often an effect becomes the cause 
of another effect, forming a chain of 
causes and effects.  As you read “An 
American Childhood,” record causes 
and effects in a chain like the one 
shown. 

Review: Make Inferences

 vocabulary in context
The following words help Annie Dillard relate her exciting 
experience.  How many of them do you know?  In your 
Reader/Writer Notebook, write a sentence for each of the 
vocabulary words.  Use a dictionary or the definitions in the 
following selection pages to help you. 

word 
list

improvise revert spherical
perfunctorily righteous translucent
redundant simultaneously

Complete the activities in your Reader/Writer Notebook.

Meet the Author

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML7-123

Author 
Online

.com.
3

.
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Some boys taught me to play football. This was fine sport. You thought 
up a new strategy for every play and whispered it to the others. You 

went out for a pass, fooling everyone. Best, you got to throw yourself 
mightily at someone’s running legs. Either you brought him down or 
you hit the ground flat out on your chin, with your arms empty before 
you. It was all or nothing. If you hesitated in fear, you would miss and 
get hurt: you would take a hard fall while the kid got away, or you would 
get kicked in the face while the kid got away. But if you flung yourself 
wholeheartedly at the back of his knees—if you gathered and joined body 
and soul and pointed them diving fearlessly—then you likely wouldn’t get 
hurt, and you’d stop the ball. Your fate, and your team’s score, depended 
on your concentration and courage. Nothing girls did could compare 
with it.

Boys welcomed me at baseball, too, for I had, through enthusiastic 
practice, what was weirdly known as a boy’s arm. In winter, in the snow, 
there was neither baseball nor football, so the boys and I threw snowballs 
at passing cars. I got in trouble throwing snowballs, and have seldom 
been happier since. a

10

Annie Dillard

124 unit 1: plot, conflict, and setting 

a
 CAUSE AND EFFECT

What effect does the 
snow have on the 
children’s activities?  
Begin creating your 
chain here.

Why is it interesting to 
see the snowballs flying 
through the air but not 
see who threw them?
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On one weekday morning after Christmas, six inches of new snow had 
just fallen. We were standing up to our boot tops in snow on a front yard 
on trafficked Reynolds Street, waiting for cars. The cars traveled Reynolds 
Street slowly and evenly; they were targets all but wrapped in red ribbons, 
cream puffs. We couldn’t miss. 

I was seven; the boys were eight, nine, and ten. The oldest two Fahey 
boys were there—Mikey and Peter—polite blond boys who lived near 
me on Lloyd Street, and who already had four brothers and sisters. My 
parents approved Mikey and Peter Fahey. Chickie McBride was there, 
a tough kid, and Billy Paul and Mackie Kean, too, from across Reynolds, 
where the boys grew up dark and furious, grew up skinny, knowing, and 
skilled. We had all drifted from our houses that morning looking for 
action, and had found it here on Reynolds Street. 

It was cloudy but cold. The cars’ tires laid behind them on the snowy 
street a complex trail of beige chunks like crenellated1 castle walls. I had 
stepped on some earlier; they squeaked. We could have wished for more 
traffic. When a car came, we all popped it one. In the intervals between 
cars we reverted to the natural solitude of children. b

I started making an iceball—a perfect iceball, from perfectly white 
snow, perfectly spherical, and squeezed perfectly translucent so no 
snow remained all the way through. (The Fahey boys and I considered 
it unfair actually to throw an iceball at somebody, but it had been known 
to happen.)

I had just embarked on the iceball project when we heard tire chains 
come clanking from afar. A black Buick was moving toward us down 
the street. We all spread out, banged together some regular snowballs, 
took aim, and, when the Buick drew nigh, fired.

A soft snowball hit the driver’s windshield right before the driver’s face. 
It made a smashed star with a hump in the middle. 

Often, of course, we hit our target, but this time, the only time in 
all of life, the car pulled over and stopped. Its wide black door opened; 
a man got out of it, running. He didn’t even close the car door.

He ran after us, and we ran away from him, up the snowy Reynolds 
sidewalk. At the corner, I looked back; incredibly, he was still after us. 
He was in city clothes: a suit and tie, street shoes. Any normal adult 
would have quit, having sprung us into flight and made his point. This 
man was gaining on us. He was a thin man, all action. All of a sudden, 
we were running for our lives. c

Wordless, we split up. We were on our turf; we could lose ourselves 
in the neighborhood backyards, everyone for himself. I paused and 

1. crenellated (krDnPE-lAQtGd): notched at the top.
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126 unit 1: plot, conflict, and setting  

b
 SETTING 

How do you think the 
tire tracks look on the 
snowy street?  Referring 
to the footnote might 
help you visualize the 
scene.

revert (rG-vûrtP) v. 
to return to a former 
condition

spherical (sfîrPG-kEl) adj. 
having the shape of a 
sphere or round ball

translucent 
(trBns-lLPsEnt) adj. 
allowing light to pass 
through

c
 CAUSE AND EFFECT

What happens when 
the children hit the 
Buick?  Record the effect 
in your chain.

L 5a

Language Coach
Metaphors Writers use 
metaphors to compare 
two things without 
using like or as.  In 
lines 21–23, cars are 
compared to targets 
and to cream puffs.  
Reread these lines.  Is 
the writer saying it 
was easy or difficult 
to hit the cars with 
snowballs? 
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considered. Everyone had vanished except Mikey Fahey, who was just 
rounding the corner of a yellow brick house. Poor Mikey—I trailed him. 
The driver of the Buick sensibly picked the two of us to follow. The man 
apparently had all day.

He chased Mikey and me around the yellow house and up a backyard 
path we knew by heart: under a low tree, up a bank, through a hedge, 
down some snowy steps, and across the grocery store’s delivery driveway. 
We smashed through a gap in another hedge, entered a scruffy backyard, 
and ran around its back porch and tight between houses to Edgerton 
Avenue; we ran across Edgerton to an alley and up our own sliding 
woodpile to the Halls’ front yard; he kept coming. We ran up Lloyd 
Street and wound through mazy backyards toward the steep hilltop at 
Willard and Lang.  d

He chased us silently, block after block. He chased us silently over 
picket fences, through thorny hedges, between houses, around garbage 
cans, and across streets. Every time I glanced back, choking for breath, 
I expected he would have quit. He must have been as breathless as we 
were. His jacket strained over his body. It was an immense discovery, 
pounding into my hot head with every sliding, joyous step, that this 
ordinary adult evidently knew what I thought only children who trained 
at football knew: that you have to fling yourself at what you’re doing, 
you have to point yourself, forget yourself, aim, dive. e

Mikey and I had nowhere to go, in our own neighborhood or out of 
it, but away from this man who was chasing us. He impelled us forward; 
we compelled him to follow our route. The air was cold; every breath tore 
my throat. We kept running, block after block; we kept improvising, 
backyard after backyard, running a frantic course and choosing it 
simultaneously, failing always to find small places or hard places to slow 
him down, and discovering always, exhilarated, dismayed, that only bare 
speed could save us—for he would never give up, this man—and we were 
losing speed.

He chased us through the backyard labyrinths of ten blocks before 
he caught us by our jackets. He caught us and we all stopped. f

We three stood staggering, half blinded, coughing, in an obscure 
hilltop backyard: a man in his twenties, a boy, a girl. He had released 
our jackets, our pursuer, our captor, our hero: he knew we weren’t going 
anywhere. We all played by the rules. Mikey and I unzipped our jackets. 
I pulled off my sopping mittens. Our tracks multiplied in the backyard’s 
new snow. We had been breaking new snow all morning. We didn’t look 
at each other. I was cherishing my excitement. The man’s lower pant 
legs were wet; his cuffs were full of snow, and there was a prow of snow 
beneath them on his shoes and socks. Some trees bordered the little flat 
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 d
 SETTING 

Reread lines 63–71.  
In what way does the 
children’s familiarity 
with the neighborhood 
help them?

e
 MAKE INFERENCES

Dillard uses the word 
joyous to describe the 
difficulty of the chase.  
What does this choice 
of words suggest 
about her?

improvise (GmPprE-vFzQ) v.  
to make up on the spur 
of the moment, without 
preparation

simultaneously 
(sFQmEl-tAPnC-Es-lC)
adv. at the same time

f CAUSE AND EFFECT
What happens because 
the children lose speed? 
List the effect in your 
chain.
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backyard, some messy winter trees. There was no one around: a clearing 
in a grove, and we the only players.

It was a long time before he could speak. I had some difficulty at first 
recalling why we were there. My lips felt swollen; I couldn’t see out of the 
sides of my eyes; I kept coughing. 

“You stupid kids,” he began perfunctorily.
We listened perfunctorily indeed, if we listened at all, for the chewing 

out was redundant, a mere formality, and beside the point. The point 
was that he had chased us passionately without giving up, and so he had 
caught us. Now he came down to earth. I wanted the glory to last forever.

But how could the glory have lasted forever? We could have run 
through every backyard in North America until we got to Panama. 

But when he trapped us at the lip of the Panama Canal, what precisely 
could he have done to prolong the drama of the chase and cap its glory? 
I brooded about this for the next few years. He could only have fried 
Mikey Fahey and me in boiling oil, say, or dismembered us piecemeal, 
or staked us to anthills. None of which I really wanted, and none of 
which any adult was likely to do, even in the spirit of fun. He could only 
chew us out there in the Panamanian jungle, after months or years of 
exalting pursuit. He could only begin, “You stupid kids,” and continue 
in his ordinary Pittsburgh accent with his normal righteous anger and 
the usual common sense. g

If in that snowy backyard the driver of the black Buick had cut off 
our heads, Mikey’s and mine, I would have died happy, for nothing has 
required so much of me since as being chased all over Pittsburgh in the 
middle of winter—running terrified, exhausted—by this sainted, skinny, 
furious redheaded man who wished to have a word with us. I don’t know 
how he found his way back to his car. �
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perfunctorily 
(pEr-fOngkPtE-rG-lC) 
adv. in a mechanical or 
unconcerned way

redundant (rG-dOnPdEnt) 
adj. not needed; more 
than necessary

righteous (rFPchEs) adj. 
based on one’s sense 
of what is right

g
 MAKE INFERENCES

Reread lines 111–122.  
Why does Dillard say 
that the man’s response 
would have been the 
same even if he had 
finally caught them in 
Panama?
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After Reading

Comprehension
1. Recall Why did the man chase Dillard and her friend?

2. Recall What happened when he caught up with them?

 3. Represent Reread the paragraph that begins at line 51 on page 126.  
Using details from the paragraph, sketch the scene.

Text Analysis
4. Recognize Cause and Effect Look over the chain you created as you read.  

What was the most important effect in the story?  Why?

5. Make Inferences What do you think the man who 
chased Dillard might be like?  Use details from the 
selection to help you fill out a chart like the one 
shown. 

 6. Evaluate Setting Go through the selection and 
find passages that describe Dillard’s neighborhood 
and the weather on the day of the chase.  Which 
details are especially effective at conveying 
setting?  Explain your answer. 

 7. Analyze the Ending Reread lines 111–128.  Why do you think Dillard 
ended the piece this way, rather than just ending at line 110?  Explain the 
information the last section provides and why Dillard included it.

Extension and Challenge
 8. Inquiry and Research In the first paragraph, Dillard says that when she 

was growing up, nothing girls did could compare with playing football.  Do 
research to find out how women’s sports have changed and grown over 
the last 50 years.  What team sport might Dillard play if she were growing 
up today?  Share your findings with the class.

When do you feel most ALIVE?
Survey a small group of people to find out when they feel most alive.  
Also take the survey yourself.  Then combine your findings with those of 
your classmates to create a master list of answers.  What generalizations 
can you make about these experiences that thrill people?

The Man Details Inference

What work might the 

man do?

What might he have 

been like as a kid?

What might he be 

like now?

130 unit 1: plot, conflict, and setting

RI 3 Analyze the interactions 
between individuals, events, 
and ideas in a text. RI 5 Analyze 
the structure an author uses to 
organize a text. W 7 Conduct 
short research projects to answer 
a question.
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Vocabulary in Context
 vocabulary practice
Show that you understand the vocabulary words by deciding if each 
statement is true or false.

1. A redundant explanation is one that’s already been given.
 2. You can expect a spherical object to roll.
3. A tightly woven wool scarf is translucent.
 4.  If two events occur simultaneously, they happen one after the other.
 5. If you clean your room perfunctorily, you do a very careful job.
 6. If I revert to telling lies, I am going back to an old habit.
 7. A speaker following carefully prepared notes will improvise.
 8. A righteous person tends to act in a moral way.

academic vocabulary in speaking

Annie Dillard could identify one event from her life that she will always 
remember.  Do you have an event you’ll never forget?  Describe it to a small 
group, using one or more Academic Vocabulary words.

vocabulary strategy: suffixes that form adjectives
A suffix is a word part that appears at the end of a root or base word to form 
a new word.  Some suffixes, such as those in righteous and spherical, can be 
added to nouns to form adjectives.  If you can recognize the noun that a suffix 
is attached to, you can often figure out the meaning of the adjective formed 
from it.  See the chart for the meanings of common suffixes derived from 
Latin and Greek.

Suffixes Meanings

-ate, -ous, -eous, -ial, -ical like; having to do with; showing

PRACTICE Identify the noun in each boldfaced word.  Then define the 
adjective.

1. The science experiment produced a gaseous cloud.
 2. Their pet dog is gentle and affectionate.
 3. Many famous people write autobiographical books or articles.
 4. Pollution has a ruinous effect on our environment.
 5. His facial features included a long, thin nose.

• contemporary  • elements  • identify  • influence  • structure

improvise

perfunctorily

redundant

revert

righteous

simultaneously

spherical

translucent

Go to thinkcentral.com.
KEYWORD: HML7-131

Interactive
Vocabulary

 an american childhood 131

L 4b Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes as clues to the meaning 
of a word. L 6 Acquire and use 
accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic words.
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SCHOOL: BPS Distance Learning      GRADE: 7                 SUBJECT: English Language Arts 
ACTIVITY:  

 

from AN AMERICAN CHILDHOOD  

 

Reading Check 
Directions: Recall the events from Annie Dillard’s narrative nonfiction selection. Then answer 

the questions in phrases or sentences. 

 1. Why did the boys welcome the author playing baseball with them? 

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

 2. What activity got the author in trouble and also made her very happy? 

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

 3. Why were the author and her friends running for their lives? 

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

 4. To the amazement of the author, what does the driver of the black Buick refuse to do? 

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

5. What does the driver of the black Buick do when he catches the author and her friend? 

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   

   ________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
 
 



Representing Situations In Form of px + q = r and p(x + q) = r 

 

SCHOOL:  Black Rock                                          GRADE: _7_                    SUBJECT: ___Math_____________ 

ACTIVITY: Representing Situations with Diagrams and Equations*** 
In this activity you will be representing with diagrams and equations. There are two basic categories of 
situations related to diagrams and equations. 
Example 1: If you had a deck of regular playing cards which has 4 suits. In each suit, there are 3 face 
cards( King, Queen, and Jack) and X other cards. There is a total of 54 cards in the deck. The diagram to 
represent that situation might look like this: 
 
 
 
 
The corresponding equation could be 52 = 4(3+x). As you can see there are four groups of cards, each 
group contains x + 3 card, and there are 52cards in all. 
 
Here is an example of the second type: A chef makes 52 pints of spaghetti sauce. She reserves 3 pints to 
take home to her family. Then she divides the remaining sauce equally into 4 containers. A diagram to 
represent this situation might look like this: 
 
 
 
 
The corresponding equation could be 52 = 4x + 3. From the 52 pints of sauce 3 
were set aside and each of the 4 containers holds x pints of sauce. 
 
Now that we understand how to use diagrams and equations, here is your task: 

• 3x + 6 =39 

• 39 = 3(y + 6) 
o Decide Which story goes with which diagram-equation pair) 

 
1. Three friends went cherry picking and each picked the same amount of cherries, in pounds. 

Before they left the cherry farm, someone gave them an additional 6 pounds of cherries. 
Altogether, they had 39 pounds of cherries.  

 
2. One of the friends made three cherry tarts. She put the same number of cherries in each tart, and 

then added 6 more cherries to each tart. Altogether, the three tarts contained 39 cherries. 
 
 
Now you create your own set of diagram equation story problems. Once you submit them your teacher 
may be able use them with your classmates.  
 
 
 
***Taken and Modified from OpenSource.Org 



School: Geraldine Claytor Magnet Academy             Grade: 7                     Subject: Science 
ACTIVITY: 

• Build a barometer using the directions from https://sercc.com/education_files/barometer.pdf 

• Collect data using the barometer you build. 

 

Name: __________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 

 

Building a Barometer Activity – 

Barometer Data Worksheet 
Barometer Observations 

Fill in the chart below with your observations and measurements from your barometer. 

Date 
Barometer 

measurement 
Change in Barometer 

measurement 
Weather outside Other observations 

     

     

     

     

     

https://sercc.com/education_files/barometer.pdf


Date 
Barometer 

measurement 
Change in Barometer 

measurement 
Weather outside Other observations 

     

     

     

 

The source of this material is the 

TeachEngineering digital library 

collection at TeachEngineering.org. 

All rights reserved. 

https://www.teachengineering.org/policies/termsofuse


How to Make a Barometer 

Materials Needed: 
• small glass jar or tin can
• large (12”) round balloon
• rubber band
• scissors
• tape
• small stirring stick
• 5” x 7” index card

Step 1 

Use the scissors to cut the top of the balloon off. 

Step 2 

Wrap the top of the balloon tightly around the opening of the jar or can and seal it with 
the rubber band.  Try to get the balloon as tight as possible and make sure that the 
rubber band is tight enough so that no air will get in. 

Step 3 

Tape the stirring stick to the center of the stretched out balloon so that one end of the 
stick points away from the jar or can. 

Step 4 

Place the jar or can next to a wall.  Tape the index card to the wall so that the end of the 
stick is pointing to it. 

Step 5 

Make a mark on the index card next to where the stick is pointing.  You may wish to 
label the mark with the date and time. 

Step 6 

Look at the card each day and see if the stick points above or below where it did the 
day before.  If it points above the previous day’s mark, the pressure is rising.  If it 
points below the previous day’s mark, the pressure is falling. 

Retrieved from https://sercc.com/education_files/barometer.pdf

Falling Pressure 

Rising Pressure 

Steady Pressure 



Grade: 7                                              Subject: Social Studies 

ACTIVITY:  

Construct maps to represent and explain the spatial patterns of cultural and environmental characteristics.   

 

 

 



 

Directions:  Answer the following questions to the best of your ability.  Short answer questions require at least 

a paragraph of information, please write in complete sentences.   

 

Question 1:  Which current US state would fall into the area of the map labeled “Controlled by Spain?” 

A) Montana 

B) New York 

C) Georgia 

D) Florida 

Question 2:  Why does the map from 1783 look so different from a current map of the United States of 

America? 

A) Native Americans used to occupy a much larger part of the American mainland. 

B) America used its military, money and religion to spread its influence across the mainland. 

C) Great Britain won many wars against America and after the victories took a lot of land. 

D) American citizens made businesses that allowed them to spread across the mainland. 

Question 3 (Short Answer):  Imagine that the United States of America had lost the Revolutionary War to 

Great Britain.  Using full sentences explain how the map of America in 1783 would look different and how the 

lives of the citizens in those areas would have been different.  Then, explain in your own words how our lives 

would have been different in modern times if the 13 colonies had stayed a member of Great Britain and we had 

lost the American Revolution.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

GRADE: 7                   SUBJECT: English Language Arts 
ACTIVITY: Read the poem carefully. Answer the questions below. 
Abuelito  
Who By Sandra Cisneros  
 
Abuelito who throws coins like rain 
and asks who loves him  
who is dough and feathers  
who is a watch and glass of water  
whose hair is made of fur  
is too sad to come downstairs today  
who tells me in Spanish you are my diamond  
who tells me in English you are my sky  
whose little eyes are string  
can’t come out to play  
sleeps in his little room all night and day  
who used to laugh like the letter k  
is sick  
is a doorknob tied to a sour stick  
is tired shut the door  
doesn’t live here anymore  
is hiding underneath the bed  
who talks to me inside my head  
is blankets and spoons and big brown shoes  
who snores up and down up and down up and down again  
is the rain on the roof that falls like coins  
asking who loves him  
who loves him who? 
 
 
Comprehension 

1. What language did the grandparent speak to his grandchildren? 
 
 
 

2. By the end of the poem, what has happened to the grandparent? 
 

 

3. Reread lines 3, 9, and 12 of “Abuelito Who.” What do these descriptions tell you about 
Abuelito? 

 

4. From what point of view is this poem written? How does the point of view affect the meaning of 
the poem? 
 

 



 

 

 



 

ACTIVITY: WRITING 

Choose one character from a story/book you read this school year and write a 
paragraph explaining why this character is unforgettable. Make sure to include 

details from the story to support your opinion.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SCHOOL:     BPS Distance Learning    GRADE: 7        SUBJECT: English Language Arts  



Name: 

Date: 

Long Island Sound Data Worksheet 

 

Long Island Sound is an estuary located off the southern coast of Connecticut (between Long Island, New 
York and Connecticut): 

 

 

We are going to analyze and interpret data collected by Connecticut students and the staff at Project 
Oceanology. First, here is some information about Project Oceanology from their website: Project 
Oceanology consists of, 
 
MARINE EDUCATORS. MARINE BIOLOGISTS. ADVOCATES. WE ARE PROJECT OCEANOLOGY. 
 
Project Oceanology’s mission since 1972 has been to nurture interest and inspire enthusiasm for science and for our 
planet’s marine environment from our waterfront facility in Groton, Connecticut. Project Oceanology is a year-round, 
marine science educational organization governed by local school districts and in collaboration with universities and 
other educational institutions. 
Website: Project Oceanology 

An estuary is a place where ocean (saltwater) and river (freshwater) meet. Estuaries play important roles in 
our global ecosystem. 

 

Take a look at the graphs on the following pages and follow the directions that go along with each graph

Long Island Sound 



Graph 1:  

      
      

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examine Graph 1 

1. The title tells me: 
 

2. The bottom of the graph is the ___ axis. The 
variable is _____________. 
 

3. The left side of the graph is the ___  axis. The 
variable is ____________. 
 

4. The x axis shows the (independent/dependent) 
variable. 
 

5. The y axis shows the (independent/dependent) 
variable. 
 

6. The data ___________ (increase/decrease/follow 
a pattern) 
 

7. What do you think is causing this change? 
 

Graph 2 contains the same data as Graph 1. A 
trendline was added to the graph.  

A trendline shows the general direction of the data. 
It shows the pattern of the data.  

 

1. Does the trendline help you see the pattern in 
the data? 
 

2. What is the pattern? 

 

3. What are you wondering about the graph? 
 

 

 

 

 

4. Who would be interested in this graph? 
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Graph 2: 

 

Graph 3: 

 

Graph 4: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 5: 

 

Graphs 2 to 5 show all the physical data collected by 
Project Oceanology and students like you. The data 
was taken during the same time period between 
1975 and 2020. 

For each graph: 

1. Underline the x-axis 
2. Circle the y-axis 
3. Put an I next to the independent variable 
4. Put a D next to the dependent variable 

What is the pattern in each of the graphs? 

Graph 2: 

Graph 3: 

Graph 4: 

Graph 5: 

Pick two of the graphs. Make a claim about the 
relationship between the two graphs. Then, support 
your claim with evidence. 

Claim: 

 

Evidence: 

 

 

Why do you think there is a relationship between the 
graphs? 

 

 

What is causing the changes? 
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    GRADE: _7__                    SUBJECT: ___Social Studies_______ 
ACTIVITY:  
 
Read the following information about the French and Indian War.  While you are reading, you should 
make a list of every word that you are unfamiliar with or do not understand.  Once you created a list of 
the words that you are unfamiliar with, look up those words so that you become familiar with them.  
After you feel comfortable with the new words, read this information again so that way you can fully 
understand the causes and effects of the French and Indian War.   
 
Please paraphrase this information underneath your list of unfamiliar words.  Remember, paraphrasing 
means you are re-writing the information below in YOUR OWN WORDS.   
 
What you need to read from history.com : 
 

Also known as the Seven Years’ War, this New World conflict marked another 
chapter in the long imperial struggle between Britain and France. When France’s 
expansion into the Ohio River valley brought repeated conflict with the claims of the 
British colonies, a series of battles led to the official British declaration of war in 
1756. Boosted by the financing of future Prime Minister William Pitt, the British 
turned the tide with victories at Louisbourg, Fort Frontenac and the French-Canadian 
stronghold of Quebec. At the 1763 peace conference, the British received the 
territories of Canada from France and Florida from Spain, opening the Mississippi 
Valley to westward expansion. 
 
The Seven Years’ War (called the French and Indian War in the colonies) lasted from 
1756 to 1763, forming a chapter in the imperial struggle between Britain and France 
called the Second Hundred Years’ War.  
In the early 1750s, France’s expansion into the Ohio River valley repeatedly brought 
it into conflict with the claims of the British colonies, especially Virginia. In 1754, the 
French built Fort Duquesne where the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers joined to 
form the Ohio River (in today’s Pittsburgh), making it a strategically important 
stronghold that the British repeatedly attacked.  
During 1754 and 1755, the French won a string of victories, defeating in quick 
succession the young George Washington, Gen. Edward Braddock, and Braddock’s 
successor, Governor William Shirley of Massachusetts. 
 
In 1755, Governor Shirley, fearing that the French settlers in Nova Scotia (Acadia) 
would side with France in any military confrontation, expelled hundreds of them to 

https://www.history.com/topics/france/seven-years-war
https://www.history.com/news/10-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-french-and-indian-war
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/ohio
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/george-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/massachusetts


other British colonies; many of the exiles suffered cruelly. Throughout this period, 
the British military effort was hampered by lack of interest at home, rivalries among 
the American colonies, and France’s greater success in winning the support of the 
Indians.  
In 1756 the British formally declared war (marking the official beginning of the Seven 
Years’ War), but their new commander in America, Lord Loudoun, faced the same 
problems as his predecessors and met with little success against the French and their 
Indian allies. 
The tide turned in 1757 because William Pitt, the new British leader, saw the colonial 
conflicts as the key to building a vast British empire. Borrowing heavily to finance the 
war, he paid Prussia to fight in Europe and reimbursed the colonies for raising troops 
in North America 
 

British Victory in Canada 
In July 1758, the British won their first great victory at Louisbourg, near the mouth of 
the St. Lawrence River. A month later, they took Fort Frontenac at the western end 
of the river.  
In November 1758, General John Forbes captured Fort Duquesne for the British after 
the French destroyed and abandoned it, and Fort Pitt—named after William Pitt—
was built on the site, giving the British a key stronghold.  
The British then closed in on Quebec, where Gen. James Wolfe won a spectacular 
victory in the Battle of Quebec on the Plains of Abraham in September of 1759 
(though both he and the French commander, the Marquis de Montcalm, were fatally 
wounded).  
With the fall of Montreal in September 1760, the French lost their last foothold in 
Canada. Soon, Spain joined France against England, and for the rest of the war 
Britain concentrated on seizing French and Spanish territories in other parts of the 
world. 
 

The Treaty of Paris Ends the War 
The French and Indian War ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris in February 
1763. The British received Canada from France and Florida from Spain, but permitted 
France to keep its West Indian sugar islands and gave Louisiana to Spain. The 
arrangement strengthened the American colonies significantly by removing their 
European rivals to the north and south and opening the Mississippi Valley to 
westward expansion. 

https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/battle-of-quebec-1759
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/florida
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/louisiana
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/mississippi


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact of the Seven Years’ War on the 
American Revolution 
The British crown borrowed heavily from British and Dutch bankers to bankroll the 
war, doubling British national debt. King George III argued that since the French and 
Indian War benefited the colonists by securing their borders, they should contribute 
to paying down the war debt. 
To defend his newly won territory from future attacks, King George III also decided 
to install permanent British army units in the Americas, which required additional 
sources of revenue. 
In 1765, parliament passed the Stamp Act to help pay down the war debt and 
finance the British army’s presence in the Americas. It was the first internal tax 
directly levied on American colonists by parliament and was met with strong 
resistance.  
It was followed by the unpopular Townshend Acts and Tea Act, which further 
incensed colonists who believed there should be no taxation without representation. 
Britain’s increasingly militaristic response to colonial unrest would ultimately lead to 
the American Revolution. 
Fifteen years after the Treaty of Paris, French bitterness over the loss of most of 
their colonial empire contributed to their intervention on the side of the colonists in 
the Revolutionary War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/george-iii
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/stamp-act
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/townshend-acts
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/tea-act
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADE: 7                   SUBJECT: Reading/Written Expression 

ACTIVITY: 

Making Predictions 
 
 

As you have learned, whenever we read, our minds begin to make predictions about what 

might happen next. We guess what the people in the story might say or do next. Clues in the 

story help us make these predictions. We also use our own experiences to predict what will 

happen next. 

Read the story below. As you read, predict what might happen next. 

   He was shy when he was a baby in a carriage, and he was shy now. He knew 

his sister wanted him to make new friends. At a party, she looked over at 

him with a mischievous grin. She beckoned him to com join her. There would 

be many introductions if he went over. He acted distracted, deducing that 

he would seem less shy. He looked at the tablecloth, the draperies, and his 

own untouched food. 

   His sister walked over and said, “Stop being childish.”  
 

What do you think will happen next?   

Check the box next to what you predict will happen next. 

 He will go with his sister but will not meet anyone. 

He will go with his sister and meet new people. 

He will stay where he is and will not go with his sister. 

Write in another prediction:  _____________________________________________ 

      ____________________________________________________________________ 

      ____________________________________________________________________ 

There is NO right answer because many different things could happen next. You make 

predictions based on the inferences you draw from the evidence in the story and from your 

own life experience. Making predictions brings more interest to your reading while also helping 

you to better understand what you read.     



 

Name _____________________________________________________  Date ______________ 

 

Creative Nonfiction – The Power of Memory Exercise 
 

Directions: Use the five sentences stems to write about a memory from your childhood. Each 

memory should be 5-8 sentences in length.  
 

1. When I was a kid, I tried… 

2. When I was a kid, I wondered… 

3. When I was a kid, I used to… 

4. When I was a kid, I discovered… 

5. When I was a kid, I hated… 

 

SCHOOL:  Black Rock School       GRADE:   7                   SUBJECT: Writing 

ACTIVITY:  

Select two of the sentence stems below to write about memory from your childhood. Response 

should be one-paragraph that is 5-8 sentences in length.  



School: John Winthrop School      Grade: 7     Subject: 

Mathematics 

Activity: Students will use their knowledge of percents, fractions, and decimals to 

complete the maze below. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Show all of your work for each problem in the squares on the next page. 



   

   

   

   

   

 



   Grade: 7                                                   Subject: Social Studies 
Activity: 
Using the Simulation Worksheet, students will read and answer questions about the Revolutionary War. Students will 
be taking up the role of a patriot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the first line of English 
soldiers came within 50 yards of 
the first Patriot militiamen, the 
Americans opened fire. The 
redcoats fell backward and those 
who survived ran back down the 
hill towards cover. 

The British tried a second time, and fell back again. Finally, on the 
third attempt, the English soldiers succeeded in rushing over the 
redoubts. The Americans had run out of ammunition, and were 
forced to retreat to Bunker Hill in the distance. By that evening, 
both hills had been overtaken by the British. 



 

Grade: 6-8                          Subject:  VISUAL ART 

 

Activity: Word Art 

You will create an illustration of a noun or adjective (describing word).  

 

Materials: 

1 piece of white paper, pencil, crayons, colored pencils or markers 

 

Directions: 

1. Choose a noun or an adjective that you think you can express in a picture. 
2. LIGHTLY sketch out the word you chose. 
3. Turn the letters into a picture that shows the meaning of the word. Make it awesome! 
4. Send me a picture! 

5. Be creative. Feel free to do more than one! 

 

 

 

 

     

     
 

 

 

 

 



                                         GRADE: 6-8                                   SUBJECT: VISUAL ART 

 
ACTIVITY: Zentangle - A piece of art created by repeated patterns. Using your 
knowledge of pattern and line to fill in each space of the elephant head. Each 
space should be a different pattern. Use what you have: pencil, marker or colored 
pencil – anything is fine!  Go slow and make sure every mark is thought out. Make 
a mistake? Go with it. Make it look like it was done on purpose! 



 

  

 



  

GRADE:   5-8                 SUBJECT: Band 
ACTIVITY: 100 Notes! 
The following musical example contains EXACTLY 100 notes.  In this assignment you can change the 
pitches but not the rhythms. Make sure that there are exactly 100 notes when you are done.   You will 
notice that measures 1 through 4 are rhythmically the same as measures 9 through 12 and measures 5 
through 8 are rhythmically similar to measures 13 through 16.  You may consider this when composing 
your melody. 
 
RHYTHM. 
Clap and count through the rhythm of the 100 Notes’ first line.  For instance, for the first measure say; 
 

Do  Do  Do-de  Do -or- Ta  Ta   ti-ti  Ta -or- 1  2  3-&  4 
(Hint: it’s what your teachers clap to get your attention) 

 
Continue clapping and counting through the measures of the second line in the same manner. Remember, 
the third and fourth lines are just a repeat of the first and second lines.  Simple. 
 
ADD YOUR INSTRUMENT. 
After assembling and warming up your instrument pick a note or “pitch” you are comfortable playing and 
perform the song on that note.  For instance, Trumpets and Clarinets might try “C”, Alto Saxes might try 
“G” while Flutes and Trombones and Mallets might try “Bb.”  Drummers can use a book, mouse pad or 
plastic plate.   
 
MIX IT UP. 
Next, you can try the song using another pitch or switch pitches as the rhythm changes.  Try some 
different patterns of pitches in order to make it fun.  Drummers can mix up the objects you strike.  Below 
is a Scale Grid that includes your instruments pitches for the Concert B Flat Major Scale. You’re probably 
familiar with this scale.  If you need some review, you can use the fingering chart attached to this activity.  

CONCERT B FLAT MAJOR SCALE: Leap over italic notes for Pentatonic  

Alto & Baritone Sax  G  A  B  C  D  E  F#  G  
Clarinet, Tenor Sax & Trumpet  C  D  E  F  G  A  B  C  
French Horn  F  G  A  Bb  C  D  E  F  
Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Trombone, 
Baritone, Guitars, Keyboards & Mallets  

Bb  C  D  Eb  F  G  A  Bb  

 
LAY IT DOWN. 
Next, you can record your favorite version using the voice memo of a smart phone or computer.  Try to 
record a few versions and compare them.  Once you’ve decided which recording sounds best, message it 
to your instructor. Above all, have fun composing and recording tracks with you instrument.  

  



 



 

GRADE: 5-8                 SUBJECT: Strings 
ACTIVITY:  
This lesson is going to focus on the theory behind major scales.  The more you understand about major scales, the 
better your playing will become. In order to learn about them, we need to use a piano keyboard. Look at the 
keyboard in front of you and label the keys on the piano using the letters in the musical alphabet. I started labeling 
some of them to help you out. Also, notice how the black keys on the piano have 2 names, one sharp name and one 
flat name. This is very important in understanding scales.  

 
 
Now, using the keyboard that you just labeled, we are going to discuss half steps and whole steps.  
 
Half step (H)- the distance from one key to a key adjacent to it. An example of a half step would be F#-G.  Another 
example would be C-Db. 
                     
Looking at the following pairs, which ones are half steps:        D- Eb                       A-Bb                       E-F                                  
        
Whole Step (W)- two half steps equals one whole step.  An example of a whole step would be G-A.  Notice how 
there is 1 piano key (G#/Ab) in between those two notes. Another example would be C-D, which has C#/Db in 
between them.   
 
What about the following pairs, which ones are whole steps?             A-B                           D-E                          B-C 
*Note: the key in the middle does not have to be black 
 
Using the information from above, label each pair as a half step (H), whole step (W), or neither (N). 
 
                          E-F                               G-Ab                       A-C                          C-Db 
  
                          F#-G#                          Bb-C                       Eb-F                         E-G 
Ú 
Now let’s look at the D major scale to see whether each note is a half or whole step away from the next note.                                                            
                                                  D - E - F# - G - A - B - C# - D 
                                                     Ú     Ú      Ú      Ú    Ú     Ú      Ú 
                                                                   W   W     H      W   W    W    H 
 
Now let’s look at the G major scale. Write out the G major scale. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
                                                                                                Ú     Ú      Ú    Ú     Ú     Ú     Ú 
                                                                               Label each interval:      __   __    __   __   __    __   __  
 
Do you see a whole step and half step pattern? _________    If so, what is the pattern? 

C# 

Db 

F# 

Gb 

C D G 

D# 

Eb 

C 



 

 
1. Label the missing notes on the fingerboard for the D and A string.   

                                    
                                         Violin/Viola                                                                          Cello 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  

2. Write out the D major scale using quarter notes. Do not forget to draw the correct clef.  
a. Write the note name above the note.  

             _________________________________________________________  
             _________________________________________________________  
             _________________________________________________________  
             _________________________________________________________  
             _________________________________________________________  
  

3. Label the notes with the correct pitches/note names (above the notes) and fingerings (below the notes).   

          



BLACKHAM ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER DEPARTMENT 
 
 
Good morning students and parents/guardians,  
 
It is our hope that you are healthy and staying positive during this stressful time. The Blackham 
ELL team wants you to know that we are here to help and support you.   
  
As you may have heard, our schools will remain closed until March 31st. We will be moving to 
distance learning at this time. That means that some of your teachers will be posting assignments 
online. Please make sure you check Microsoft TEAMS and your emails daily, if your homeroom 
teachers use that platform.  
 
If your homeroom teacher does not use Teams, follow the directions on the distance learning 
packets available on the District website.  
 
You have access to i-Ready (math and reading) and Myon. This is the perfect time to 
practice and bring up your minutes! We have also provided you with a list of specific ELL 
practice sites and sites that offer specific academic help. We will also check our emails three 
times a day (9:00, 12:00 and 2:30) if you have specific questions.  
  
If you do not have a computer or WiFi at home, your homeroom teachers will be making packets 
for you. We will provide a list of supports and websites that might help intermediate and 
advanced ELL students and a beginner packet for year one students.  Your parent or guardian 
can pick up the packet at the school.   
If you are sick and unable to do schoolwork, please let us know.  
  
 We are a team and will get through this situation together. We are proud of all your 
accomplishments this year and look forward to seeing your hard work.   
  
Please visit the site below for multilingual Covid-19 information  
https://www.colorincolorado.org/coronavirus   
  
ELL Team   
Chris Novotny (cnovotny@bridgeportedu.net)  
Victor Alers  (valers@bridgeportedu.net)  
Lisa Dias (ldias@bridgeportedu.net)           
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Buenos días estudiantes y padres/tutores,  
 
Esperamos que estés sano y que te mantengas positivo durante este tiempo estresante. 
El equipo deBlackham  ELL quiere que sepas que estamos aquí para ayudarte y apoyarte.   
Como habrán oído, nuestras escuelas permanecerán cerradas hasta el 31 de marzo. 
Nos moveremos hacia el aprendizaje a distancia en este momento.  
 
Eso  significa  que  algunos de sus profesores estarán publicando tareas en línea. Asegúrese de re
visar Microsoft TEAMS y sus correos electrónicos diariamente si sus profesores de 
aula  doméstica  utilizan esa plataforma.Si su maestro de aula no utiliza los equipos, siga las instr
ucciones de los paquetes de aprendizaje a distancia disponibles en el sitio web del Distrito.  
 
Usted tiene acceso a i-Ready (matemáticas y lectura) y Myon. ¡Este es el momento perfecto 
para practicar y traer tus minutos! También le hemos proporcionado una lista de sitios 
y sitiosde práctica de ELL específicos que ofrecen ayuda académica específica. También    revisa
remos nuestros correos electrónicos tres veces al día (9:00, 12:00 
y 2:30)  si tiene preguntas específicas.  
 
Si usted no tiene una computadora o WiFi en casa, sus maestros de 
aula estarán haciendo paquetes para usted. Proporcionaremos una lista de soportes y sitios web 
que podrían ayudar a los estudiantes el ELL intermedios y avanzados y 
un paquete para principiantes para estudiantes de primer año.  Su padre o 
tutor puede recoger el paquete en la escuela.   
 
Si usted está enfermo y no puede hacer tareas escolares, por favor háganoslo saber.  
Somos un equipo y superaremos esta situación juntos. 
Estamos orgullosos  de  todos sus logros este año y esperamos ver su trabajo duro.   
  
Visite el sitio a continuación para obtener información en varios idiomas sobre Covid-19  
https://www.colorincolorado.org/coronavirus  
  
ELL Team   
 
Chris Novotny (cnovotny@bridgeportedu.net)  
Victor Alers  (valers@bridgeportedu.net)  
Lisa Dias (ldias@bridgeportedu.net)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bom dia, alunos e pais / responsáveis, 

É nossa esperança que você esteja saudável e permaneça positivo durante esse período 
estressante. A equipe de Blackham ELL deseja que você saiba que estamos aqui para ajudá-lo e 
apoiá-lo. 

 Como você já deve ter ouvido, nossas escolas permanecerão fechadas até 31 de março. Neste 
momento, mudaremos para o ensino a distância. Isso significa que alguns de seus professores 
postarão tarefas on-line. Verifique todos os dias o Microsoft TEAMS e seus e-mails, se os 
professores da sua sala de aula usarem essa plataforma. 

Se o seu professor de sala de aula não usar equipes, siga as instruções nos pacotes de ensino a 
distância disponíveis no site do distrito. 

Você tem acesso ao i-Ready (matemática e leitura) e Myon. Este é o momento perfeito para 
praticar e expor seus minutos! Também fornecemos uma lista de sites de prática de ELL 
específicos e sites que oferecem ajuda acadêmica específica. Também verificaremos nossos e-
mails três vezes ao dia (9:00, 12:00 e 2:30) se você tiver perguntas específicas. 

 Se você não possui um computador ou Wi-Fi em casa, os professores da sua sala de aula criarão 
pacotes para você. Forneceremos uma lista de suportes e sites que podem ajudar estudantes 
intermediários e avançados de ELL e um pacote iniciante para alunos do primeiro ano. Seus pais 
ou responsáveis podem pegar o pacote na escola. 

Se você estiver doente e incapaz de realizar trabalhos escolares, informe-nos. 

 Somos uma equipe e vamos superar essa situação juntos. Estamos orgulhosos de todas as suas 
realizações este ano e estamos ansiosos para ver seu trabalho duro. 

 Visite o site abaixo para obter informações multilíngues sobre o Covid-19 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/coronavirus  
 
ELL Team   
 
Chris Novotny (cnovotny@bridgeportedu.net)  
Victor Alers  (valers@bridgeportedu.net)  
Lisa Dias (ldias@bridgeportedu.net)  

 

 

 

 



Dear Parent/Guardian and student,  
The following websites provide our year 1-3 students with English language practice and 
activities.  
   
Duolingo.com  
Englishcentral.com/videos  
Learningchocolate.com  
Lingohut.com  
Multilingual.mpls.k12.mn.us/newcomer_toolkit  
english.yabla.com  
Englishmedialab.com  
Manythings.org  
ESL-Lab.com  
ESLfast.com  
English-guide.org   
  
 
Translation Sites:  
Google Translate (for text and documents)  
365 Word (click Review tab)  
Yandex Translate  
Reverso  

 

These websites on flyer are free tools  
that will provide academic practice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ESL at Home K-2Weeks1-2 
Use notebook paper to complete these activities. Do one each day! 

Monday 

Watch a TV show 
or movie. 

List: 
• Title 

• Characters 
• Setting 

• Beginning 
• Middle 

• End 

Monday 

Find 10 things that 
are heavy. Draw 
them or write a 

list. 

Find 10 things that 
are red. 

Draw them or 
write a list. 

Find 10 things that 
are soft. 

Draw them or 
writP. n liC\t _ 

Tuesday 

Use objects in 
your house to 

invent something. 

Illustrate it and 
label it. 

--.'Jt .-
'-~<' • ' ~> 

,_,_"---
~·~ 
~ 

Tuesday 

Stack cans and 
boxes to make a 

tower. Stand 
back and throw a 

small pillow to 
knock it down. 

Wednesday 

What do you look 
like? Use a mirror 

to draw and label 
yourself. 

~J 
Wednesday 

Write a message 
to someone, then 

write it 
backwards. Ask 
them to figure it 

out! 

Example: 
I love you 

uoy evol I 

Thursday 

Write a word that 
that starts with 

every letter of the 
alphabet. 
Example: 
A: apple 

B:boy 

Thursday 

Write an acrostic 
poem using your 

name. 
Example: 

R: Really fun 
0: Outgoing 
Y: yellow hair 

Friday 

Use a toothbrush 
to measure 5 
things in your 

house. 
Toothbrush Mr;asurins ~

The ===1•s __ roochbrushes long. 

The .___:=]is __ roothbrushes long. 

The ===1is __ coochbrushes long. 

Tht.' l is __ roorhbrush~'1l lung. 

Friday 

Watch two TV 
shows or movies 

and pick two 
characters. 

Draw a cartoon 
of them meeting 

each other. 

0 « c .. 

0 



 

ESL at Home 3-5 weeks 1-2 
Use notebook paper to complete these activities. Do one each day! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Choose 
Use things you something in your 

Choose any TV can find in your Write a letter to Find something in house to use as a 
house to invent your house that measuring tool, show or movie. 
something new. your teacher 

starts with every like a water bottle Write the title, about what you Illustrate and letter of the or a spoon. characters, did today. Use 
label it. Write alphabet. Measure 10 things setting, words like first, 

about how you Example: with that tool and beginni.ng, next, then, last, 
would use this A: airplane toy make a list. middle, and end. and finally. invention to solve B: bread Example: My bed 

a problem. is 1 2 water bottles 
long. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Roll up three 

Find 30 objects in 
pieces of paper Write acrostic 
to make tubes. Create a poems to Think of two your home. Sort 
Stand them up. scavenger hunt describe each characters from them into lists. 

Example: things 
See how many for your family. member of your two different 
things you can Hide things family (even your books or shows. that are red, 

things that are 
stack on top of around your pets!) Write a story 

the tubes. house, then write Example: about what might plastic, things 
Make a list of all clues to help M-magical happen if they that are 

magnetic. 
the things you them search. A - ambitious met each other. 
were able to X - excellent 

stack. 



 

ESL At Home 6-8weeks1-2 
Use notebook paper to complete these activities. Do one each day! 

Monday 

Choose any 
book, TV show or 
movie. Write a 1 

paragraph 
summary, and 
then write and 

illustrate an 
alternate ending. 

Monday 

Find 30 objects in 
your home. Sort 

them into lists. 
Example: things 

that are red, 
things that are 
plastic, things 

that are 
magnetic. 

Tuesday 

Use things you 
can find in your 
house to invent 
something new. 

Illustrate and 
label it. Write 

about how you 
would use this 

invention to solve 
a problem. 

Tuesday 

Roll up three 
pieces of paper 
to make tubes. 
Stand them up. 
See how many 
things you can 
stack on top of 

the tubes. 
Make a list of all 
the things you 
were able to 

stack. 

Wednesday 

Create a cipher 
code, then write 
a message to a 
family member. 
See if they can 

unlock the code. 
EX: 

:1 :1 :1 VJ :1 ~I ~I : 
Wednesday 

Create a 
scavenger hunt 
for your family. 

Hide things 
around your 

house, then write 
clues to help 
them search. 

Thursday 

For each letter of 
the alphabet, 

find four objects 
in your house that 

begin with the 
letter. 

Example: 
A: airplane toy, 

animal crackers .. 
B: bread 

C: 
D: 

Thursday 

Observe the cars 
that pass by your 
home in 1 hour. 
Tally the color of 

each car. 
Create ratios to 

explain the 
probability of a 

certain color car 
passing by. 

Friday 

Choose 
something in your 
house to use as a 
measuring tool, 

like a water bottle 
or a spoon. 

Measure 10 things 
with that tool and 

make a list. 
Example: My bed 
= 12 water bottles 

by 16 water 
bottles. 

Friday 

Think of two 
characters from 

two different 
books or shows. 

Write a story 
about what might 

happen if they 
met each other. 



 

 GRADE:  6-8                                         SUBJECT:  MUSIC 

ACTIVITY: GENERATION TO GENERATION INTERVIEW 

Directions: Ask the following questions to an adult in your household to learn more about the music they listened 
to/experienced when they were your age.  

 

Name of person:                                                              How are you related: 
 
What is their age category:   25-35   36-45   46-55   56-65   66-75   76-85   OTHER 
 

What kind of music did you listen to in middle school? Choose all that apply 

Rock ‘n Roll   Country   R&B   Gospel   Pop/New Wave   Hip-Hop   Rap   Other: _______________ 

 
Who was your favorite singer or band? 

 

 

What is a song that would get you dancing? 

 

 

What is a song you heard in your home growing up? 

 

 

What as a song that you heard in your church or a community event? 

 

 

What song made you think of summer? 

 

 

To the student: List 2-3 similarities or differences in the music you and the person you interviewed listen to. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GRADE: 6-8                   SUBJECT: General Music 

ACTIVITY: Write new lyrics to a song originally performed by someone else. You can change the chorus or 
verse or add a verse using original lyrics. 
 
Don’t forget to include the following: Title of the song/ Original name of the song, original artist, why you 
chose this song and how you changed the song. 
 
In my example, I changed just the chorus. I picked this song, because it is simple, popular and very catchy! 
                      Song-                     Lil Nas X - Panini  

Chorus:  
 
Just say to me, what you want from me 
Just say to me, what you want from me 
 
Ayy, Panini, don't you be a meanie 
Thought you wanted me to go up  
Why you tryna keep me teeny now?  
Now they need me, number one on streaming 
Oh yeah, you used to love me 
So what happened, what's the meaning?  

I thought you want this for my life, for my life 
Said you wanted to see me thrive, you lied 

 

My Remix:  
 
What is it that you see in me? 
What is it that you see in me? 
 
Ayy, Timmy, please do not forget me 
Wanted me to blow up 
Now you want me hiding in a box, 
Top charts, tryna make trillions 
You use to love me 
But disappeared like cash, noooo 
 
Thought you wanted this for our lives, for my life 
Thought you wanted me to shine, now you 
crying 

Now you try! Make sure the song choice is appropriate. 
Song Title: ___________________________________ Artist: _________________________________ 
Why did you pick this song? ____________________________________________________________ 

What in the song lyrically have you changed? ______________________________________________ 

Original Lyrics:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Remix. Please identify chorus & verses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Grade:  6-8    Subject: Physical Education & Health 
 

 
Activity: Please select one activity to complete this week. Do both if you’re up to it! Don’t forget to have your 
parent/guardian sign off on your activity. 
 

OPTION 1 
Activity: Spell Your Name! 

 
Spell your first and last name by completing the 
exercise that goes with each letter of your 
name.  
 
Goal: Take a 2 minute rest and repeat this 5 
more times!  
 
BONUS: Spell your favorite food, fruit, vegetable 
or sport!  

  
A- 15 Jumping Jacks   
B- 15 Jumping Jacks   
C- 10 Squat Jumps  
D- Hop on your right foot 15 times  
E- Hop on your left foot 15 times  
F- Wall-Sit for 30 seconds  
G- 10 Pushups  
H- Run in place for 30 seconds   
I- Dance for 30 seconds    
J- Plank for 20 seconds   
K- 10 Sit-ups  
L- 10 lunges on left leg  
M- 10 lunges on right leg   
N- 15 Squat Jumps   
O- Walk up and down stairs in your house for 30 
seconds  
P- Plank for 20 seconds   
Q- 10 Sit-ups   
R- 10 Pushups   
S- 15 Jumping Jacks   
T- Run in place for 30 seconds   
U- 30 second high knees   
V- 10  Squat Jumps  
W- Balance on left leg for as long as possible 
(time yourself!)  
X- Balance on right leg for as long as possible 
(time yourself!)  
Y- Dance for 30 seconds  
Z- Wall-Sit for 30 seconds   

OPTION 2 
Activity: HIIT Workout 

(Modify depending on fitness level)  
GOAL: 7 times  

  
 

 
 



Grade:  6-8    Subject: Physical Education & Health 
 

 

 

 

Activity: A FAMILY GRATITUDE JAR 
 

I'm sure it has been challenging to get used to distance learning and it may cause you 
frustration and stress at times. The gratitude jar will help you focus on one thing that made 
you smile each day.   
 
How to create a Gratitude Jar: Get permission to find a large jar or container (clear if 
possible). Each day, try to find one thing that you appreciate or are thankful for and write it 
down on a slip of paper. Add the note to the jar. Include your whole family; this is great way 
to open positive conversation to your household.   
 
When you start your Gratitude Jar, place it in the house where family members will see it, 
like your kitchen counter.  Choose a consistent time of day to share gratitude with each 
other. It could be part of a dinner or bedtime routine.  Remember, when you are thinking of 
something you are grateful about, it doesn’t have to big. It can be whatever you want it to 
be. Giving gratitude for anything, no matter how silly or small you think it may be, is 
powerful.  

Have Fun With It!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ACTIVITY LOG 
DATE ACTIVITY PARENT/ GUARDIAN SIGNATURE 

   
   

Additional Activities (optional) 
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