
 

 

Dear BPS Community, 
 
Over a week has gone by since the closing of our schools due to COVID-19. In such a short time, 
that we have implemented a successful distance learning program district-wide. Although it has 
been extremely difficult and challenging, all of us in the BPS have come together on behalf of 
your children. As educators, we believe in our work because of the impact it has on the lives of 
children. Our staff has responded to the all the challenges that have been presented to them. 
They have shown, once again, that we will let nothing stop us from doing everything we can to 
support our kids.  As superintendent, I have never been prouder to be an educator, and I am 
even more proud to the leader of the BPS. Our entire staff remains committed to doing 
whatever it takes on behalf of every student in our care. Every kid, Every Day…. 

Governor Lamont has closed schools statewide until the end of the month. Additionally, you 
may be hearing about longer closures in surrounding states. We continue to actively monitor 
the situation every day, and I continue to speak with my colleagues throughout the region and 
the state. These are very trying times for us all. Nonetheless, our success in Bridgeport comes in 
part to our preparations. We continue to monitor and adjust with an understating of today's 
situation and in anticipation of the future. 

Given all the information of the situation locally and regionally, and in partnership with the 
Health Department and the EOC, I am modifying our anticipated return to school date to be 
Monday, April 20, 2020. This date could be adjusted if necessary based upon future 
circumstances. 

With a longer closure, we will be modifying our distance learning program to ensure that it will 
be sustainable for our students, staff, and families, and that it will be responsive to a possible 
closure beyond April 20th.  Specific details will come later this week as we begin to adjust how 
we will proceed beyond March 31st.  In the meantime, please know that we are confident that 



these slight adjustments will improve the experience for everyone. 

We have several goals that are guiding our distance learning program. One is to engage 
students in meaningful and relevant work so they can continue learning and growing.  Another 
is to keep our students connected to our schools and each other through the shared learning 
experiences.  We are also providing a continuity of education for all our students. We will work 
hard to meet and exceed our goals by adjusting our program to ensure it remains engaging 
throughout the weeks ahead. 

Given the uncertainty of the situation, there are many unanswered questions. Please know that 
we are making each decision based upon the best information available at the time. As things 
continue to change, I will make sure that we make decisions that are in the best interest of our 
children.  

These are extremely challenging times for everyone. If you or your child would like to speak 
with one of our school counselors, please reach out anytime. Please contact the school or visit 
their website for counselor contact information. If you prefer, you can also contact me directly, 
and I can give you their contact information or have them reach out to you.  

Please know, we will continue sharing updates and information as this situation continues to 

evolve and information is made available. Trying times can bring out the best in people, 

evidence of this is appearing all over the community. Thank you for your support as we 

continue to navigate these uncharted waters together. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael J. Testani  
Superintendent of Schools  

 
 


