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March 8, 2021 
 
 
Hello BPS Students, Families and Staff, 
 
Bringing all students back to school for full in person learning has been our goal since we closed our school 
buildings nearly one year ago. Throughout this difficult time, we have worked closely with our state and local 
health officials. As the time away from the classroom has continued, concerns over students and staff 
emotional wellbeing has become more of a concern. Over the past several weeks, the positivity rate has 
declined and we have been able to vaccinate all our staff who wished to be vaccinated. It is time for BPS to 
fully reopen our schools so all students can attend school in person.  
 
All students may return to full in person learning 4 days a week beginning on April 19, 2021. We will continue 
following our current Wednesday schedule.  
 
Our plans include distances of less than 6 feet in classrooms and lunchrooms. Guidance from health officials 
advise that these shorter distances are possible because of the reduction in the positivity rate, the 
administration of the vaccine and our mitigation strategies. We will have all our staff who requested to be 
vaccinated by April 19, 2021.  
 
Remote learning will continue for the remainder of the school for those students who have health conditions 
that place them in a high-risk category. These students can continue to access their current classrooms 
through synchronous instruction on TEAMS.  
 
For many families this news comes as a relief but this announcement of increased numbers of students in 
classrooms may create some anxiety. As we have done all year, we will continue to follow the health data 
when making decisions. We will closely monitor the situation daily over the next several weeks. I will 
communicate with you as we learn more and I have more information to share.  
 
We look forward to welcoming our children back!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael J. Testani 
Superintendent of Schools  


