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We are sincerely grateful to all our partners who enrich the lives and education of thousands of 

Bridgeport students in many unique and significant ways. 
 
Barnum:  Barnum School continues to maintain an excellent rapport with corporate sponsors. Aquarion has once again 
generously provided Barnum School with the opportunity through Creative Connections for a Grade 4, Grade 5 and Grade 
6 class to collaborate with classes in the rain forest in Guatemala. The students have exchanged art projects that describe 
their schools and neighborhoods and had the opportunity to teleconference with each other at the end of the project.  
Additionally, Aquarion provided winter jackets to numerous students at Barnum School.  Based on the cold winter 
weather these jackets were greatly appreciated and needed.  We have continued our partnership with the University of 
Connecticut which has enabled students to garden and receive mentoring through the 4H program.  Additionally, this 
collaboration has provided field trips for students in Grades 3-8 that have focused on the environment and keeping the 
earth healthy.  Optimus Health Care continues to provide School Based Health Services for the Barnum Community and 
has recently selected Barnum School as a site to provide the resources of a Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma 
in Schools (CBITS) program.  Barnum has been continued its participation in Turnaround Arts, which is now sponsored 
by the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.  Barnum students performed in a video with students 
from Bridgeport and New York City Turnaround Arts Schools along with Jason Mraz and other Turnaround Artists.  
Additionally, Barnum students participated in the Turnaround Arts Talent Show at the Kennedy Center for the Arts with 
guitarist, Bernie Williams. The partnership with New York City fashion designer Tracy Reese has continued this school 
year.  She has visited our school and assisted with costume design for the school play “Into the Woods, Jr.”.  Our 
students received school supplies this year from the community organization, Women of Vision.  These supplies support 
student learning in school and at home.  At home reading has continued through collaboration with Barnes and Noble in 
Westport with a donation of copies of Trumpet of the Swan.  Barnes and Noble facilitated this donation that was initiated 
by an elementary school in Fairfield County.  Barnum School has developed a new partnership this year with the Bass Pro 
Shop.  The Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students had the opportunity to enjoy a visit with Santa Claus during the 
holidays.  They have generously donated arts and crafts supplies to our students in all grades.  Our Middle School students 
enjoyed a day of bowling at the Bass Pro Shop where they were able to get physical exercise and apply their math skills in 
keeping score. 
 
Batalla:  The Greater Bridgeport Latino Network (GBLN) partnered with the Bilingual Talented and Gifted (TAG) 
students at Batalla School to continue to support our school community in civic engagement opportunities.   One of the 
goals was for the students to become engaged in school and their community, ultimately becoming tomorrow’s advocates 
and leaders.  In addition, part of the objective was to have our youth’s voices heard and increase meaningful opportunities 
to take on leadership roles on projects.  The students also decided to plan and organize our fourth blood and bone marrow 
drive. This effort stemmed from their research finding that Cesar Batalla, the school’s namesake, passed away due to the 
lack of a compatible bone marrow donor.  The drive was very successful with over eighty staff members, parents, and 
community supporters attending and donating the day of the drive. Our students surpassed their pint goal for the first time. 
The American Red Cross acknowledged our students and wrote a letter of thanks, presented them with certificates and 
medals indicating the success.  A partnership occurred for the first time with students from Riverfield School of Fairfield 
and Batalla School’s third and fourth grade TAG students. Students from Batalla School were taught the game of chess.  
Teachers, staff members, students, and parents visited each other’s school.  In addition, an article was published in the 
Fairfield Citizen.  The Brighter Lives Kids Foundation funded this unique partnership opportunity. Another new 
partnership opportunity was created by Mr. Sanchez by encouraging collaboration between Southwest Community Based 
Health Center and the Bilingual Talented and Gifted (TAG) Program. A St. Patrick’s Family Dinner and Dancing 
evening event was planned and successfully attended. The TAG Program further developed the theme.  Over two hundred 
fifth and sixth grade students, parents and guardians, teachers, and administrators attended a fun-filled dinner.  Batalla 
School continued to strengthen a community relationship with Sacred Heart University.   They provided additional onsite 
technical support to the TAG Program through Professor Dr. Danzak.  She volunteered her expertise and presented 
professional development in the area of hands on research to seventh graders.  Recognizing that classroom teachers are the 
single most important factor in student achievement, Batalla School collaborated with Fairfield University to provide 
professional development to the instructional staff combined with other joint ventures both existing and new.  Batalla and 
Fairfield University already shared an existing partnership in which the university placed student interns and student 
teachers in Batalla classrooms and also conducted a service learning program there. This professional development 



initiative was kicked off with Batalla faculty spending an afternoon at Fairfield University before the year started. Faculty 
were able to choose from a large menu of workshop offerings from the Fairfield Graduate School of Education and Allied 
Professions faculty. This development continued through the school year with six afternoons (spaced throughout the year) 
focused on instructional differentiation in the classroom, primary reading instructional strategies, social emotional 
preparedness, and understanding better the needs of special education students and their individual education plans. 
Fairfield University also provided large numbers of tutors this past year through their service learning programs. These 
tutors helped 7th and 8th grade students who were in danger of failing their classes. Fairfield University graduate education 
students also came in every two weeks to work with students on literacy, and an English undergraduate course had 
students work with 2nd graders on sight words on a weekly basis. Batalla also combined with Fairfield University on a 
successful application to obtain a VISTA volunteer to act as a liaison between the two institutions and further strengthen 
the partnership during the 2017-2018 school year. An active committee made up of Batalla and Fairfield University staff 
meets monthly to continue to work on the development of this partnership. Batalla also partnered with a service learning 
course to offer a campus visit to 7th and 8th grade students who are identified “at risk” because of grades, behavior or 
attendance. An active committee made up of Batalla and Fairfield University staff meets monthly to continue to work to 
develop this partnership.  Additionally, the middle school partnered with Food Corps and GBAPP to provide programs 
for 6-7 grade students during their advisory period. Food Corps build and maintained a school garden, studied student 
lunches and student eating habits before and after the program, and provided classes in food and nutrition in grades 2-6. 
GBAPP provided health and sex education for students in 7th grade. Finally, Batalla partnered with Wakeman Boys and 
Girls Club to provide a robust after school program for students in grades 3-8 at a deeply discounted price.     
 
Beardsley:  Members of the Unitarian Church in Westport read aloud to classes, mentored and tutored students during 
the 2017-18 school year.  They organized a Read Aloud in the spring where all classes were read to by Unitarian 
volunteers.  A year round giving tree has been set up for teachers to make requests of items they need in their classrooms. 
Several students and their families received generous gifts at Christmas thanks to the “Santa Letters” and the team of 
elves.   The Unitarians showed appreciation towards the Beardsley School teachers this year on Teacher Appreciation Day 
with gift cards. Several book drives were also organized, and books were distributed in the spring. Also, the youth group 
collected toiletries and other sundries to provide a “Summer Survival” backpack for selected students. They have made 
the Library Media Center one of their primary focuses. The volunteers have completely reorganized the main section of 
the Media Center and continue to cover books and add to our collections.  They have been instrumental in bringing in 
several authors, who presented their work and discussed the artistic and creative process with students.  Citibank once 
again came to Beardsley School as part of a Financial Literacy Read Aloud.  While with us, they learned that many of our 
students would be unable to attend a PBIS field trip due to lack of funds.  They then organized a fund raiser which paid 
for every eligible student’s trip to “Rock and Jump”.  All students and classroom teachers received a generous donation of 
school supplies from the World Vision Mobile Teacher Resource Center in collaboration with Yoobi.  Students 
participated in individualized keyboard instruction through the KEYS Program.  Students in grades 2 through 6, continued 
to receive violin, guitar, cello and piano lessons.  Fairfield College Preparatory School students visited Beardsley School 
three times this year as part of their Urban Plunge Program. City Lights Gallery has also been a major collaborator this 
year with students in grade 4 and has brought artists in to work with students, as well as provide additional field trip 
opportunities. The Pequot Library in Southport has become another strong partner, and has provided many field trips and 
arts opportunities for our 3-6th grade students.  The Nature Conservancy has connected with Beardsley as part of their 
East End renovation project and plans are underway to have them add green space to our playground. This has been 
approved and we are hopeful that this construction will take place over the summer.  GVI once again supports our Garden 
and has provided volunteers to assist in a clean-up at the end of the school year.  Beardsley School is also the proud 
recipient of one of five grants presented by the Apple ConnectED program, and both students and staff continued to 
receive professional development throughout the year.   We were once again awarded a Math and Science grant by a local 
Mobil gas station in conjunction with Alliance Energy, which allowed us to purchase math manipulatives and supports.    
Many Beardsley teachers continue to apply and receive very generous Donor’s Choose grants which help support 
teaching and learning in the classroom.   
 
Black Rock:  Black Rock was a partner school for Greens Farms Academy’s “Community Service Learning” program, 
which offers opportunities to middle school students to tutor, read books and interact with children in grades K through 4.  
Greens Farms students were bused weekly to the school and were assigned to classes to offer support to children who 
needed extra help in the areas of reading, math and writing.  Staff members from Bigelow Tea read and mentored students 
at our school.   KEYS offered music instruction to students in the school.  Junior Achievement worked with 7 classrooms 
in Grades K-6 to increase students’ knowledge of financial literacy. Representatives from the Black Rock Library made 
appearances at Back to School Night and gave a presentation at Black Rock School Reading Night.  Many Black Rock 



students also were involved in library’s youth computer coding program.  Several classes also took field trips to the 
library to increase student knowledge of literacy resources.  Wakeman Boys and Girls Club picked students up daily to 
participate in the Wakeman Walker after school program at Wakeman. 
 
Blackham:  Over the course of the 2017 - 2018 school year, Blackham has forged many relationships in order to improve 
the academic, social and emotional well-being of our students.  First, inviting volunteers from various organizations to 
read and provide educational support to our children has been extremely successful.  We have partnered with the 
Bridgeport Public Education Fund for first day read alouds and donations.  In addition, we have joined forces with the 
School Volunteer Association which sponsored a Read Aloud Day and provided weekly readers for the elementary 
classroom.  Partnering with Junior Achievement in grades K - 5 has been a tremendous success as well.  JA Volunteers 
deliver lessons on money management and entrepreneurial skills that will help students later in life.  Second, Blackham 
has cultivated relationships with many local organizations such as Sacred Heart University and the Kiwanis Club.  
Throughout the year, SHU students volunteered in classrooms in grades K - 8.  In addition, one of our teachers, Pam 
Perkins, coordinated a school-wide book drive with the help of the Kiwanis club to put How Full is Your Bucket in every 
student grades K – 5’s hands.  Third, we developed a volunteer channel with the United Jewish Federation of Fairfield 
County, Book Buddies.  Book Buddies has recruited over 15 volunteers to service 40 students by providing mentoring and 
tutoring to Grades 1 - 3. This partnership will extended into the 2018 - 2019 school year servicing grade 4 as well.  In 
addition, this partnership has already yielded the distribution of over 100 + gently used birthday books.  Lastly, we 
received donations of books and equipment from various organizations throughout the county.  We received books from 
various community organizations such as: Kiwanis Club and Books4Everyone.  In sum, we have forged many successful 
partnerships this school year and look forward to the future.   
 
Bridgeport Learning Center:  During the 2017/2018 school year, Bridgeport Learning Center was fortunate to welcome 
student volunteers from Sacred Heart University to read to our primary and elementary grade students and to volunteer in 
the classrooms. Coordinated by Annie Wendel at SHU, and her graduate assistant Baily Paquette, the students were 
helpful, patient, and flexible. They provided a pleasant break to our students’ daily routines. Both the BLC students and 
staff truly enjoyed their visits. We look forward to having the opportunity to partner with SHU again in the 2018/2019 
school year.  Bridgeport Learning Center was also given the opportunity to work with People’s Securities in the 
fall.  Lead by Celia Reyes, the staff at Peoples Securities donated 72 bundles of school supplies that included notebooks, 
headphones, pencils, pens, glue sticks, crayons and markers.  They also brought along bulletin board paper, and 15 
shopping bags filled with items for our teachers including hand sanitizer, tissues, and disinfectant wipes.  They had the 
opportunity to tour our building and meet our students and staff.  The bundles of school supplies made our students feel so 
special and important, and our teachers were truly grateful for the bags of supplies they were given. 
 
Bryant:  Bryant School thanks all our community volunteers who supported us throughout the school year! Fairfield 
University students continue to serve as “Pencil Pals” with the 3rd grade classes, “Reading Buddies” for 5th grade books 
clubs, and volunteers for classroom read alouds.  On May 15th, one hundred Fairfield University graduating seniors 
volunteered at our very first “PBIS Carnival Day” activity overseeing games and other activities to support our social-
emotional learning initiatives. Bryant students truly enjoyed this fun-filled day with the Fairfield University Seniors 
whose generous donation purchased new playground equipment for daily recess time. Our Fairfield University/SVA 
Mentor program continues for a fourth year in collaboration with our new community partner, Big Brothers & Big 
Sisters. Bryant students loved meeting with their “Bigs” (mentors) weekly during the university terms and look forward to 
reuniting this fall!   The School Volunteer Association (SVA) also provided many readers, mentors, and tutors to work 
with our students.  Mrs. Carol Herman and her wonderful readers returned for monthly read alouds in pre-k through 3rd 
grade classrooms. The Joel Barlow High School Student Council continues to support Bryant School. This year, they 
conducted a book drive during March and donated many boxes of books for classroom libraries and for students to take 
home for summer reading.  The National Junior Honor Society from Madison Middle School in Trumbull also provided 
books again this year from their annual book drive.  Our third grade students love using their new dictionaries from the 
Bridgeport Rotary Club while our fifth and sixth grade students continue to use their dictionaries from 3rd grade daily!   
 
Classical Studies Magnet Academy (Main and Annex):  During the 2017-2018 school year, Classical Studies Magnet 
Academy has had the opportunity to create new partnerships and strengthen existing ones. Through our newly awarded 
Extended School Hours Grant we were able to create connections with CT Beardsley Zoo for a series of school visits, 
ACCESS for Junior LEGO League, and Junior Achievement. We continue to partner with Greens Farms Academy 
whose students visit Classical Studies Annex on a weekly basis. This year our students partnered to create projects, such 
as placemats, that were delivered to a senior care center. They also donated much needed school supplies. New Canaan 



High School National Honor Society sent students to support activities this year. We plan to strengthen this partnership 
next year to reach more students. We continued and strengthened a relationship with the Lower Fairfield County Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Throughout the year, 24 scholars were given weekend backpacks filled with 
meals for the weekend or a long holiday break, and holiday baskets were given to several families for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  The backpack program is also supported by the Connecticut Food Bank. Several of our scholars received 
violin and piano lessons through the KEYS organization. B’nai Israel continues to support the work at CSMA in a variety 
of activities, as well as provides supplies for the primary grades in the beginning of the school year. The Tauck 
Foundation provided culturally responsive teaching professional development for 3 staff members.  They also provided 
25 copies of Culturally Responsive Teaching & The Brain. Ten of our students participated in the “She Looks Just Like 
Me” STEM Conference sponsored by ACCESS Educational Services.  Twenty of our students participated in the 
Amazing Girls Science Electrical Circuits Conference at Norwalk Community Conference.  This conference was 
sponsored by Saturday Academy for Girls.  We also collaborated with the Fairfield Foundation for Women and Girls.  
Ten of our students attended the Girls Leadership Conference at Chelsea Piers in Stamford, CT. The Fairfield County 
Chapter of The Links, Incorporated facilitated a health workshop for 8th grade students. 
 
Claytor Magnet Academy:  During the 2017-2018 school year, as a fully transitioned school, Geraldine Claytor Magnet 
Academy was able to maximize partnership opportunities, in which the school community at large was able to benefit. 
Ongoing partnerships with Urban Impact /Kid Power have provided an extensive amount of support to the PT Barnum 
community. Approximately 25 volunteers tutored our K through 4th grade students on a weekly basis. Furthermore, 
mentoring support was initiated with Middle School students, in an effort to proactively address the social/emotional 
needs of Claytor Academy scholars. They supported and funded a Teacher Appreciation Luncheon for our teachers as 
well as took on an active role in after-school programming by offering a program titled “PrimeTime” to the students in 
grades 2-8. Kid Power tutors donated their time as well as tutoring supplies, to enhance the teaching and learning process 
for both staff and students.  Through this partnership, students were able to benefit from the support of Bridgeport 
International Academy & Staples High School interns, through Service Learning projects. These interns volunteered 
their time, for up to 80 hours each, to support classroom teachers in moving student learning forward. In addition, also 
under the guidance of Urban Impact, Fairfield College Preparatory School visited in the Fall and Spring during the 
Urban Plunge, to support classroom initiatives in literacy.  Claytor was very fortunate to have expanded our partnerships 
to the collegiate level, in which select middle school students participated in a Book Club with Fairfield University 
professors and students. Students were bussed to Fairfield University biweekly, over the course of 8 weeks, at which time 
they participated in enrichment activities that focused on high-quality literature. Claytor Academy students have 
maintained participation in the Weekend Food Backpack Program. On Fridays, students receive nutritional snacks and 
meals through a local church sponsor – Golden Hill United Methodist Church. The 1 Million Good Nights program 
donated 35 sets of pajamas to Claytor Academy students.  Lastly, Claytor was fortunate to have secured a new partnership 
with the Stamford Alumnae Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. under their “Guide Right Program.” 5th grade 
male students were engaged in mini-seminars with professional, goal-oriented male role models.  Their program goal is to 
enhance students’ perspective, life outlook, leadership skills and character.   
 
Columbus School:  The KEYS Music Program provided students with keyboard and violin instruction throughout the 
school year. The KEYS Music Program also provided opportunities for students to perform.  These recitals during the 
year showcased students’ talents as they progressed from one level to the next. These were attended by parents and 
community members and brought people together to celebrate student achievement.  Employees of Pitney Bowes were a 
huge contributor to the success of our Earth Day activities this year through employee service.  Employees also read to 
classes monthly throughout the school year.  Pitney Bowes continues to be a substantial funder of SVA’s reading 
enrichment program, which has allowed the organization to purchase thousands of books for volunteers to read and donate 
to classroom libraries. The School Volunteer Association has partnered with Columbus School to provide community 
volunteers to read aloud to all students from grades Pre-K to 6th grade.  The volunteers engaged students in oral 
discussions to enhance their oral language skills. Fairfield University provided student volunteers to come to our building 
on several occasions to provide writing and reading assistance directly to students.  These student volunteers also helped 
reorganize the library and coordinate media resources in the building.  The Fairfield Rotary Club contributed financial 
resources to enrich our 8th grade students experience through sponsoring hands-on learning opportunities at the Bronx Zoo 
and support Social and Emotional Learning through activities planned by our teachers.  Additionally, members of the 
Club assisted with activities for the Academic Achievement Day. Volunteers from several banks, BuildOn, students from 
Central High School and the University of Bridgeport and Junior Achievement of Western CT participated in the annual 
all-day Junior Achievement Day at Columbus for all students in grades K – 8.  The volunteers delivered lessons that foster 



work-readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy.  This program offers a learning experience that inspires our 
students to reach their potential and develop knowledge about the 21st century global economy.   
 
Cross: The American Association of University of Women continued their support at Cross.  Volunteers provided 
tutoring services for students and read to classes regularly.  They donated many items for students from books to clothing 
(hats and scarves).  They participated in read alouds and provided small group instruction to students to increase their 
reading skills.   There were very few days when an AAUW representative was not present at Wilbur L. Cross.  The Rotary 
Club of Bridgeport continues to support Wilbur L. Cross School.  Members participated in read alouds and currently sit 
on our School Governance Council.  Again, at this year’s Promotional Ceremony, three 8th grade students were awarded 
the “Service Above Self” scholarship and were given laptop computers to be used throughout their high school studies.  In 
addition to the laptops, the students were awarded $750 Savings Bonds that will be invested and earn interest until their 
graduation from high school.  Rotary has also provided readers and mentors for students, distributed dictionaries to all 3rd 
grade students in the Bridgeport Public Schools and purchased “Time for Kids” magazines for students at Wilbur L. 
Cross.  The Rotary Club continues to support student achievement through reading aloud to classes.  For several years 
Sacred Heart University and community volunteers taught the Junior Achievement program.  The partnership between 
Wilbur L. Cross School and the Reservoir Avenue Community Garden has become a school-wide effort.  Through the 
efforts of the School Volunteer Association, we continued our Cross Reading Pals program.  Volunteers from all walks 
of life read with selected first grade students twice a week.  Students are able to read with the same adults each week and 
choose from beautiful books that have also been donated by the SVA.  All of these programs are enhancing our students 
both academically and/or socially. 
 
Curiale:  The First Presbyterian Church in Fairfield is a long-time partner with Curiale School.  Members of the church 
volunteered for Read Aloud Day, and several continue as ongoing classroom readers, and this year donated winter coats 
and food for Christmas dinners.  The Green Village Initiative created a garden in cooperation with Curiale School 
volunteers.  Students and volunteers were able to enjoy “Salad Day” made with their own vegetables. Morgan Stanley in 
Fairfield continues to donate “box tops” to generate money for teacher and student supplies.  Employees of People’s 
United Bank, R.C. Bigelow, Aquarion and other local companies taught the Junior Achievement program.  Southern CT 
Church of Christ had 30 volunteers participate in multiple volunteer days by painting the inside of the school and 
maintaining the landscaping around the school as well as donating 20 turkeys for Thanksgiving to our annual “Turkey 
Bingo Night” for Curiale families.  The Council of Churches supplies social workers from the Janus Center who work 
with our students.  This connects us to the faith community and members of the community who have been looking to 
give back to a place they love.  Additionally, we have parents who are highly active and looking to be involved with their 
children through the school.  Southwest Community Healthcare Center provides dental and emotional care once a week 
in the school as a way to create outreach for neighborhood families.  United Way of Coastal Fairfield County continues 
to support early grade reading support through their School of Hope Grant.  Trantolo and Trantolo Law Firm donated 20 
bicycle helmets to support the safety programs occurring in the school.  This year we are excited to begin an elementary 
tutoring with Greens Farms Academy and Sue Wilchinsky. 
 
Discovery Magnet:  Interdistrict Discovery Magnet has extraordinary business partners:  Sacred Heart University, the 
Discovery Museum, the Beardsley Zoo, the Adventure Park, the Maritime Aquarium and Trout Unlimited.  Sacred Heart 
University (SHU) has continually supported our students academically in many ways. Through SHU's Work Study 
program, students supported individual and small group instruction within the classroom.  In addition, our Lighthouse 
Program was sponsored by the University.  Professors from the University, employees at the Discovery Museum and the 
Beardsley Zoo were judges in our annual Science Fair.  The Discovery Museum played an integral part in our science 
curriculum and instruction.  Hands-on activities were provided by members of their staff.  The Beardsley Zoo supported 
our 7th-8th grade with 14 students focusing on local habitats, behavior and adaptations.  They explored surrounding 
grounds of the zoo and our own woods, learned to identify plants and animals, created a bird identification pamphlet for 
the 90 Acre Woods, observed wildlife tracks, collected data, and turn keyed their findings to other students.  Every lesson 
they learned from Beardsley Zoo these kids taught to prekindergarten classes.  They invited our students to the zoo for a 
"behind the scenes" look at their trout program and animal behavior studies. These “Zoo Kids” also are creating a trail that 
incorporated QR codes in 90 Acre Woods.  Discovery Magnet and Discovery Museum are working with The Adventure 
Park to create a curriculum for the Park. The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk provided the school with a $10,000 grant 
(donator unknown) where the Aquarium conducted classes at our school, at the Aquarium and on a boat.  Classes were 
taught according to grade specific curriculum.  We partnered with the Fairfield Audubon Society in a program called 
Science in Nature.  This is a hands-on, inquiry-based, multidisciplinary program developed to engage our 3rd-7th grade 
students in age appropriate science experiences (through donated funds by Susan Walters for this school year and next).  



The goal is to improve scientific literacy and critical thinking concepts.  Green Village Initiative has worked alongside 
the school donating their time and plants to keep our vegetable learning garden growing!  Trout Unlimited provided all 
materials needed to raise trout from eggs, including 200 trout eggs. While learning about environmental conservation and 
rehabilitation, sixth grade students raised trout eggs throughout the year and released them in the Pequannock River.  In 
the process they learned about ecosystems, habitats, fish life cycles and fish anatomy and ways to conserve and 
rehabilitate local environments.  We have also connected with Aris Stalis, from a local sustainable landscape company 
called Aris Land Studio.  He helped us design and install our native pollination garden in the front of our school.  This 
year we are working with him to create a Monarch Certified Butterfly Garden, and he has also worked with students to 
install a Sensory Garden, part of our outdoor classroom.  Claire Gold is a community member who founded our 
school.  She continues to support our school as needed as a key member of our School Governance Council, advocate and 
mentor.  We are honored to have such illustrious partners!  
 
Dunbar:  Sacred Heart University student athletes donated their time to mentor and tutor the students of Paul Laurence 
Dunbar School, throughout the school year. The students at Dunbar School truly enjoyed having the Sacred Heart tutors 
read and work with them once again, this school year.  Dunbar students also visited Sacred Heart University for Dunbar 
Day in April. This year, Future Stars Basketball Academy, generously provided scholarships to our athletes to attend 
week long basketball camps.  We have continued our partnership with CHAMPS Mentoring Program to provide mentors 
to our male scholars.  The Bridgeport Crisis Response Team and United Mentoring Academy Inc., provided a weekly 
mentorship program with our grade 6-8 male students. In addition, we were very thankful to receive a large donation of 
supplies from First Baptist Church of Stratford at the beginning of the school year to help stock our teacher’s 
classrooms. Lastly, a special thank you to community member, Ms. Joanne Kennedy.  She collaborated with parents and 
staff to create an after-school cheerleading program.  
 
Edison:  The Trumbull Rotary Club provided subscriptions to “Time for Kids” magazines for grades kindergarten 
through six.  Children in Need Foundation provided new casual wear which assisted many families.  Edgewell had 
volunteers come to our school weekly (Thursday).  The company funded and supported literacy and Social Emotional 
Learning through a program called “Lunch Bunch”.  SEL materials were made available through our School Improvement 
Grant and are read with flexible groups of selected scholars from all grade levels. The criteria for scholar participation 
aligns with PBIS expectations and ensures all of our scholars are provided the opportunity over the course of the school 
year to participate.  We were also able to increase classroom readers and mentors this school year. The former followed 
SVA Read Aloud Day.  Books 4 Everyone supplied the school with a large donation of books to help support literacy in 
all grades.  Wanda Simmons facilitated a special school supply drive in honor of “Reverend MLK, Jr. to our classrooms. 
Northeast Zone Clinical Specialists from Patient Monitoring and Analytics at Phillips (New York) encouraged 
teachers to send in a classroom wish list, and to everyone’s enthusiasm all of the wish list items were fulfilled before 
Christmas recess including Bluetooth driven programmable robots, which is a great resource to introduce coding to our 
young grade 3 scholars.  We are also thankful to other vendors for their donations this school year:  Dairy Queen,  
Jump-off, and Jones & Jones Construction. 
 
Hall: Hall School continues to be supported by Sikorsky Aircraft in Stratford. Staff members donated time and resources 
to provide a holiday party experience for students and their families. We had on-going support from students at Fairfield 
Prep and Notre Dame High Schools, planning Trunk o’ Treat and Field Day events.  Connecticut Food Bank provided 
food and back packs for students to continue healthy eating on weekends and during school vacations.  Summerfield 
United Methodist Church and the Lighthouse program provide after care for our students. Bridgeport Hospital 
employees conducted a back-to-school supply drive and dropped off a van load of supplies to the school. Bridgeport 
Hospital sponsored an academic activity, allowing 5th grade students to present a Mock Trial at Bridgeport’s Federal 
Courthouse, Justice Robinson presiding.  As a result of our Turnaround Arts designation we have additional partnerships 
including, but not limited to, renowned Architect Thom Mayne, Pratt Institute in New York City, and Google.  MTI 
(Musical Theater International) allowed Hall School to conduct its 3rd musical, “High School Musical, Jr.”.  These 
partnerships, collectively have made Hall an energetic engaging place for students and families. 
 
Hallen:  The Greater Bridgeport Bar Association members read books during their annual “Read Aloud Day” to our 
classes.  They also continue to purchase “Time for Kids” magazines for all of our students at Hallen.  This magazine was 
used as a resource to supplement our curriculum.  Our Hallen School Chorus typically perform at the Law Day 
Presentation for the Bar Association at the Holiday Inn in Bridgeport, where one 6th grade Hallen School winner was 
announced for the Best Essay.  The Chorus also played various instruments for all to hear and enjoy at the event. 
Members of the Bar Association have followed the students they had started mentoring at Hallen to other schools in the 



district.  Mr. Michael Kelly took the lead in monthly read aloud opportunities in conjunction with the Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc. Brothers.  These dedicated men came to Hallen School throughout the school year and read to our 
students.  Junior Achievement worked with students on financial literacy.  The students continued to participate in JA 
Day.  A local step dancer, Meghan Lucey from Riverdance visited Hallen School and gave the 5th grade lessons on Irish 
step dancing.  They performed a routine and then worked with the children in smaller groups to learn some basic Irish step 
dance moves.  Jackie Jacobs, the director of the Fairfield County Music Together, has been partnered weekly with Hallen 
School.  This organization has dedicated time to students in Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and our two ASD classes this 
year to support academics and behaviors.  During this collaboration, students are engaged in enjoyable musical activities.  
Parents are provided with resources to support their children at home.  Through Turnaround Arts, Hallen School continues 
to use the arts to increase academics.  Ken Shuler AKA FNX, a local hip-hop artist, support the students by providing the 
students with strategies for creativity through rap.  He stressed the importance of increased vocabulary.  Home Depot has 
continued to be a great community partner, also donating supplies for our musical, Lion King Jr.’s, scenery and Christmas 
tree.  Home Depot has been committed to supporting Hallen School for many school wide-events.  Alicia Cobb, a local 
artist entrepreneur, gave much of her time and advice on the scenery, set, and make-up of all cast and crew members.  
Volunteer and Bridgeport Firefighter, Dan Brelsford, donated his time and assisted with the assembly of the stage for 
our performance.   He continues to be part of our increased Turnaround Arts supporters.  Autumn DeForest visited Hallen 
School as our new Turnaround Artist. She participated in an assembly with our student body and worked with students 
while they painted a self-portrait.  She has worked with close to 100 students this year creating unique canvas paintings.  
The CT Food Bank provided weekly food care packages for families. CEF (Connecticut Education Foundation) funded 
several students in need of clothing.  We received a $250.00 grant from Tauck Family Foundation to continue to invest 
in the development of social and emotional skills that lead to better prospects for our students.  
 
High Horizons Magnet:  People’s United Bank has been a community partner with High Horizons Magnet for over a 
decade.  The bank has continued to support the Reading and Language Arts program through volunteerism and 
sponsorship.  This year People’s United Bank employees also volunteered to implement the Junior Achievement program 
to students in grades K-8.  High Horizons Magnet School continues a partnership with Misty Beyer and the Music for 
Youth program.  For over ten years, Music for Youth has sponsored a partnership between HHMS orchestra students and 
a professional string quartet.  Music for Youth has invested over $75,000 to enrich the music lives and learning of the 
students at HHMS.  To further enhance the music program, the KEYS Music Program provided extra small group music 
lessons for talented and motivated string students.  The partnership with GEXPRO continued this year as well, with 
employee participation in the annual SVA district-wide Read Aloud Day.  Several GEXPRO employees also annually 
judge the middle school science fair as well as prepare baskets for families during the holiday season. High Horizons 
partnered with the American Heart Association to provide three programs, Hoops for Heart, Jump Rope for Heart and a 
Hop-A-Thon.  The Bridgeport Rotary Club has donated dictionaries to all of our third grade students.  The Plastic 
Factory also remains part of the HHMS SGC and donates various items thought the school year to enhance student 
programs. Additionally, The Plastic Factory also sponsors our annual Turkey Bingo event which delivers a fun family 
event that kicks off the holiday season!   Attorney Pamela Dale has worked tirelessly with the students and staff of High 
Horizons Magnet School.  She has facilitated a “Radiant Readers” club for girls which allows them to engage in deeper 
conversation and understanding of classic novels. 
 
Thomas Hooker:  The Junior League of Eastern Fairfield County has been actively involved with the partnership with 
Thomas Hooker School.   They come in monthly with books to read to the k-3 classes.  The Jr. League set up a Math Day 
with employees from Prudential Insurance.  They held math activities in class through the day for all of Thomas Hooker 
Students.  The Jr. League is actively involved with our Garden Club.  They have donated materials, plants and their time 
as volunteers on Beautification Day to beautify our school grounds.  Also, Leonardo DRS employees donated book bags 
full of supplies.  We have great mentors, tutors and read aloud volunteers from SVA.  We also have grandparents and 
Sacred Heart University students that help out in the classroom.  The students and teachers of Thomas Hooker School 
enjoy having the volunteers and look forward to continuing the partnership with our volunteers next year. 
   
Johnson:  Geraldine W. Johnson School is an outstanding example of what can happen when schools and the community 
commit to working together. The students, parents and staff of Geraldine W. Johnson School have benefited from the time 
and continued support of the local community in many ways. For the ninth year, United Way of Coastal Fairfield County 
has awarded Johnson School, a School of Hope, with a grant in the amount of $37,000 to fund an after school tutoring 
program for our grades 2 – 3 students; to enhance the School Volunteer Association daytime tutoring program; to build 
home libraries; and to provide professional development workshops to school volunteers and parents. In addition, over the 
past three years, through the concerted efforts of the United Way and staff of Johnson School, we have provided each Pre-



K to grade 3 child with four books of their own choosing to read over summer vacation. Students who complete a journal 
entry per book will be rewarded in September. United Way of Coastal Fairfield County has been a strong supporter of 
reading achievement for the last eight years at Johnson School.  The School Volunteer Association has worked in 
partnership with Johnson School staff and the United Way of Coastal Fairfield County to support the efforts of classroom 
teachers in closing the reading achievement gap by the end of third grade. Thirty volunteers, with experience from either 
the business or education field, gave their time weekly to work one-on-one with over 80 students reinforcing curriculum 
taught in classrooms. The Fairfield County Chapter of Links to Success: Children Achieving Excellence Program has 
supported, for the eighth year, our students with literacy development. Additionally, the Fairfield County Chapter of Links 
has helped promote the arts with a poster contest.  The Links continues to support our school garden that was built last 
year with funding from Jamba Juice.  This year, our 7th graders created a Literary Magazine by writing about art.  Mrs. 
Geraldine W. Johnson was a member of the Fairfield County Chapter of the Links, Inc. We also have the KEYS music 
program at Johnson School, whereby adults volunteer their time to teach piano and violin skills to our grade 3-8 students. 
We were fortunate to have volunteers from Sikorsky provide judges for our Science Fair. Through the Apple ConnectED 
grant, we continue to provide our teachers with comprehensive professional development and the support of the Trumbull 
Apple retail store, our staff has embraced the transformative power of technology.  BuildOn provided us with high school 
students for a read-a-loud to our bilingual students.  University of Bridgeport’s LINKS Reading Program allowed college 
interns to support our middle school scholars with their reading. Additionally, Gear Up partnered with Johnson School in 
selecting exemplar high school students to provide small group intervention to our elementary students.  
 
Madison:  During the 2017-20178 school year, Sikorsky Aerospace Maintenance continued its strong partnership with 
Madison School, providing mentors and readers throughout the year. Madison continues its alliance with Horizons at 
Green Farms Academy in which our students in grades K-6, attend a four week academically enriched summer program 
as well as Saturday Academy throughout the school year; this program will continue throughout our students’ elementary 
years! Madison also continues to receive support from First Church Congregational in Fairfield with many church 
members donating their precious time as readers, mentors and tutors. Ms. Holly, from First Church Congregational also 
donates her time to provide early college awareness seminars to our upper grade students and their parents. We are 
grateful for all of our outstanding community partners and their many contributions to Madison Elementary School! 
 
Marin:  Our year began with a Fall Ruler Harvest celebration in the evening to welcome parents back to the new school 
year, and to make parents and students aware of the services and clubs available to them in the community. 
Representatives from Caroline House, McGivney Center, Groundwork, Optimus Health Clinic, Child Guidance, and 
Lighthouse were in attendance.  We continued our partnership with Champions Mentoring Program this year.  Sacred 
Heart University provided us with classroom volunteers/tutors for the entire school year.  In partnerships with The Ruler 
Program through Yale, we held two Take Ten SEL activities and a Community Forum. We hosted the Three Kings 
Celebration in January, Read-A Loud in March with our community partner Prime and an Anti-Bullying Rally for grades 
5 & 6 in partnership with Hall Neighborhood House in May. We are looking forward to working with our new partner, 
Impact316, who generously donated gifts for Teacher Appreciation Day. 
 
MultiCultural Magnet:  Brad Greene created a long lasting partnership with MCM and GEXPRO Corporation.  Mr. 
Greene has retired this year but has continued his visits to our third-grade bilingual bridge class once a month to read to 
the students, make presentations about being a bee keeper and participate in the class’ Potato Pageant. 
GEXPRO Corporation will be relocating south, so we did not have the employees work with our students this year.  We 
also continue our partnership with the American Heart Association by participating in Jump Rope and Hoops for Heart, 
whereby our students raise funds to support this worthy cause. Our students raise funds for a wonderful cause during this 
activity, while exercising and spending time with their peers.  We are very happy to partner with Huwerl Thornton from 
the Connecticut Food Bank, who provides 32 families weekly food from October to June. Our families are thankful for 
the support provided by the Connecticut Food Bank.  The Assistant Vice President and Manager of the Fairfield Avenue 
Stop and Shop branch of People’s United Bank, Peter Martinez, continues to support our School Governance Council by 
providing guidance for our parents in our fundraising efforts at the school.  Mr. Martinez’s contributions are very much 
appreciated.  City Lights Gallery has partnered with us, collaborating with our grade 6 students by bringing artists to share 
their cultural and musical programs.  Under the guidance of Percussionist Asher Delerme, our students performed Bomba 
Music on drums made in art class in a series of workshops and learned call and response songs. Our grade 6 students look 
forward to their visits and are always eager to participate.  Volunteers from the Pet Partners R.E.A.D. Program make 
monthly visits to our elementary classrooms with their Therapy Dogs who serve as reading companions for our students. 
Our students love our furry friends who promote their love of reading.  We also continue our partnership with Misty 
Beyer and the Music for Youth program, through which our orchestra students improve their musical skills by 



collaborating with a professional strings quartet and Weston Middle School students. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
our students.  We have also started a wonderful garden club headed by Stacey Davis of FoodCorps in partnership with 
the Green Village Initiative. Our students enjoy learning about gardening and growing their own crops.  We are also 
starting our third year as partners with Professor Michael Giarratano and Dr. Sue Pet from Sacred Heart University, 
whereby SHU undergraduate interns provided Reading and Mathematics interventions for our MCM students, while 
graduate students helped to teach our parents different ways to support their children at home in Literacy and 
Mathematics. The SHU students joined our MCM family at different school functions such as, Harvest Night, Literacy 
and Math Night, and many PAC parent meetings. This is a wonderful opportunity for our students and the SHU college 
students as well.  The School Volunteer Association of Bridgeport, Inc. supported our teachers and students by providing 
guest readers throughout the year. In addition, they provided teachers the opportunity to acquire free books in different 
instances through the year. Their support is very much appreciated by our teachers and students. 
 
Park City Magnet:  Student volunteers from Sacred Heart University conducted read alouds in several classrooms and 
assisted classroom teachers with creating bulletin board displays.  Additionally, Sacred Heart University undergraduate 
health students provided health and nutrition lessons for our third through eighth grade students as part of the physical 
education classes.  Our students learned important tips for keeping their bodies and minds healthy.  The Mom’s Club of 
Fairfield North/Easton provides Moms to read monthly to one of our second grade classes.  Our Apple ConnectED grant 
professional development team and representatives from the Trumbull Apple Retail store,  conducted coding workshops 
and an Everyone Can Code event for our 3rd, 4th, and 6th  grade students.  Our middle school students participated in 
the Wyman Teen Outreach Program (TOP) which facilitated weekly discussions about youth development, community 
involvement, and service learning projects.  Author Rick Arruzza joined us on several occasions to discuss his career as 
an author and to inspire young authors and illustrators in our building.   Several guest speakers joined us for our career 
day; speakers included Judge Oliver, Jason Hodge (UCONN student recruiter), Annie Wendel (Assistant Director of the 
Office of Student Volunteers at SHU), and several PCM parents/alumni.  The Green Village Initiative (GVI) collaborated 
with our building wide science resource teacher and several of our students to engage in our school garden rebuild. 
 
Read:  St. Vincent’s College and Medical Center are valued partners to the Read School community. Lucinda Ames (St. 
Vincent’s Hospital) continues to work collaboratively with Read School as a voting member of the School Governance 
Council. Members of the St. Vincent’s community served as mentors to our students and reading volunteers in our 
classrooms as well. They remain central partners to our students at Read School. Janice Faye, Coordinator for Health 
Services at the University of Bridgeport, also works collaboratively with Read School as a member of the School 
Governance Council. University of Bridgeport seniors came to give a presentation about medical careers with our middle 
school students.  The Janus Center for Youth in Crisis provided mentoring for our middle school students. Youth Crisis 
members met with students on a weekly basis and provided them with assistance on navigating school and peer issues. 
Our students looked forward to these weekly visits and found the support of Janus Center staff to be extremely beneficial. 
Cynthia Fowx, Nature Conservancy and Steve Hladun, City of Bridgeport Parks and Recreation Department, partnered 
with Read School for community pride and clean up events. The Nature Conservancy and Parks and Recreation served as 
ecological advisors and helped clear pathways in our outdoor classroom in Svihra Park. They also facilitated planting in 
our school gardens. In April, we celebrated Arbor Day at Read School. It was a school-wide event and all grade levels, 
from PK-8 participated. Our National Junior Honor Society members planned all of the hands-on activities in conjunction 
with Groundwork Bridgeport. We planted grass seeds outside our cafeteria near the playground; we placed soil in our 
garden beds with the help of Green Village Initiative; we picked up trash; we planted a tree, and our students painted 
garden stones. Mayor Ganim presented us with an Arbor Day Proclamation, and we held a flag raising ceremony 
supported by Tree City USA. We had many partners take part in this event. City Council members Castillo and Jackson 
came to support and participate during the tree planting ceremony. Stacey Marcell, owner of Northeast Horticultural 
Services donated a tree that was planted that day, and she also coordinated the planting of grass seeds. Ms. Marcell 
awarded a grant to Read School to support future Arbor Day events. Additionally, employees of Aquarion Water 
Company raised funds throughout the year and donated a grant to Read School to support environmental and ecological 
learning. Cristina Sandolo and Farron Harvey of Green Village Initiative partnered with Read School to help implement 
the Read School Garden Club, an after-school club for students in grades 3, 4, 5 and 6. Sacred Heart University 
Professors Dr. Anna Greer and Dr. Kristin Rainville assisted with the implementation of the gardens curriculum and 
surveys to assess improved healthful eating habits as a result of the RSGC. Linda Friedlander and the Yale Center for 
British Art partnered with grades 3 and 4 elementary classrooms to teach visual literacy skills to our students. An 
educational consultant visited the classrooms regularly to conduct on-site professional development for teachers as well as 
teach the students how to observe details in art and write about these details and wonderings. YCBA hosted Read School 
students at the museum. This work led to an increase in students’ writing, critical thinking, and comprehension skills.  



 
Roosevelt:  Roosevelt School is one of the original eight schools in the nation that were selected by the President’s 
Committee on the Arts and Humanities as a Turnaround Arts 2012 Awardee. The support provided by the University of 
Bridgeport through the Reading Links program has been an invaluable one.  In addition, Dr. Nancy DeJarnette, Director 
of Elementary Education at UB, selected our school to partner with for a large grant.  She continued supporting teachers 
and students with STEM learning. This year we also held our first-ever STEAM night with our UB partners. We 
continued our partnership in the Apple ConnectED. This grant and Apple support continues to impact student 
learning.  PSEG continues to partner with Roosevelt School by supporting our Trunk or Treat event with a HUGE 
donation of candy! Their employees joined us for Read Aloud Day as well as the School Volunteer Association’s ongoing 
volunteer programs.  Through our arts interests, City Lights Gallery has been a part of Roosevelt School for five years. 
They sponsor arts activities for our students, provide visits from local artists, created art space in our old location and have 
made several donations to support teaching and learning.  KEYS has been “instrumental” in bringing additional music 
teachers to provide our students with individual music lessons. We have received monetary and clothing support from the 
Mellen Foundation.  Their support has funded many classroom projects that provided students with learning 
opportunities they wouldn’t have had!  Star 99.9 adopted our Grade 5 classes and provided some incredible opportunities 
to them including having the Beardsley Zoo show them some interesting animals and taking our students to Marvel on Ice 
at Webster Arena.  Our friends at Santa Fuel not only sponsored many children for the Soundtigers, they also sponsored a 
student to attend Nature’s Classroom.  Other local business sponsors of Nature’s Classroom were Brewport, Dr. Erik 
Katz, Green & Gross Attorneys and other individuals. We look forward to continuing our partnerships with these 
organizations and building new ones to further strengthen the success of not only our students, but our community as well. 
 
Skane:  Green Farms Church adopted Skane School for its second year, and we cannot thank them enough for their time 
and generous donations. They provided every student with a photo with Santa, gave every graduate a book bag filled with 
school supplies, volunteered at all school events, and provided weekly donations of clothing, furniture, and food for our 
Skane families. The Connecticut Food Bank provided bags filled with food every week for 20 families. Housatonic 
Community College Early Childhood Education students provided tutorial sessions to preschool students during the 
school day. The Jewish Community Center Ladies Guild knitted hats and mittens for all of our students. The Police 
Athletic League provided a chocolate bunny to each student this spring.  Music Together provided music classes for 
families with children from infants to age 5 from the community and from Skane School. The Lion’s Club hosted a Gala 
fund raiser for Skane School.  
 
Tisdale:  Bedford Middle School in Westport donated the entire set design and costumes for our students to put on the 
musical, Alice in Wonderland.  They allowed our entire cast to come and see them perform the play and took up a 
donation of over $500 for our play.  Temple Israel has tutored our students, provided gifts for students at Christmas, food 
baskets for needy families at Christmas, bought supplies for teacher’s classrooms and bought books for our library. 
Walker Holmes from the Trust for Public Land is building a playground for our school and community.  Construction 
will begin this summer.  Reuel Parks from Champs Mentoring Program works with our students providing after school 
workshops on topics such as integrity and honesty and takes students on field trips.  Finally, Tisdale has been selected by 
the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities as a Turnaround Arts School.  Bernie Williams, the retired New 
York Yankee who is also a classically trained guitarist, is our mentor-artist.  Bernie Williams has played with our modern 
band at the Kennedy Center Talent Show, played with our students for a music video for Turnaround Arts and donated 
baseball memorabilia for our auction to help us raise money for the arts.  One of my parents started an organization called 
Tisdale Associates Resource Educators (T.A.R.E.).  They collect non-perishable foods, clothing and monetary donations 
to support our families that are struggling to make ends meet. 
 
Waltersville:  Sikorsky Aircraft employees volunteered in the Junior Achievement program for two consecutive action-
packed Junior Achievement Days.  Additionally, Sikorsky continues to publish our student run school newspaper (for 
over a decade now) and published the color program for the spring play, Seussical, Jr., and the 8th grade yearbook.  
SVA’s Book Buddies completed another successful year helping children at Waltersville School with reading. Many of 
those outstanding volunteers have been here for over ten years! Fairfield Warde High School’s Club, The Future 
Educators of America, donated hundreds of books to students across grade levels. Assumption Church of Westport 
continues to support the school through funding and donations to meet various family needs.  Barnum School included 
our Waltersville families in their monthly Open Mic Nights and the talent displayed by both school communities was 
remarkable. Blessed Sacrament Saint Mary’s Church supports Waltersville community with donations such as clothes 
and household goods.  Sacred Heart University continues to support learning through mentoring and student athlete 
volunteers and throughout this year provided interventions and classroom support across grade levels.  The Character 



Connection Initiative completed its third-year long character program providing 7th & 8th grade students with nonfiction 
historical texts, engaged them in deep discussions and various authentic writing opportunities. Throughout the academic 
year, they hosted three Middle School Family dinners to work with both parents and students. At the year-end celebration, 
program founder, Justin Rivers, presented winning essayists with new iPads for use in the future academic pursuits. The 
Westport Garden Club and Pivot Ministries continue to beautify Waltersville School by donating plants, flowers, pots, 
soil, hard work and continuous support throughout the year to keep our school as beautiful as those inside. Their efforts 
are complimented this year by a stronger partnership with The Green Village Initiative and Staples (High School) 
Service League of Boys who helped us revive and restore our School Garden. Waltersville continues to enjoy the support 
of The Arena at Harbor Yard and Teamsters Local 191 who provide financial support for field trips and educational 
excursions. Our school families continue to benefit from social service support from Alpha House Community Services 
YMCA. During the year, our 8th grade students received a visit from Kimberly Staley, Chief Administrative Officer, City 
of Bridgeport and proud Waltersville alumna, who offered an uplifting and empowering presentation on the importance of 
grit, determination and best effort. Members of the Harding High School Football Program continue to help provide 
backpacks and school supplies as part of their Back-to-School drive. 
 
Winthrop: Sacred Heart University students continued to offer many hours as classroom aids as well as mentors, tutors, 
and readers to classes at Winthrop School.  Faculty members volunteered as ongoing readers. The after school Academic 
Mentoring Program for 6th graders and SHU mentors was continued with enrichment activities and field trips.  The AMP 
program has become an integral part of school culture. The partnership with Sacred Heart continues to be an enriching 
opportunity for Winthrop School. In addition to these activities, the coordinator of the Academic Mentoring Program sits 
on our School Governance Council.  The United Way of Coastal Fairfield County, in partnership with Sikorsky Aircraft 
and the Connecticut Food Bank, provide a Backpack Program of weekend food to students in several Bridgeport Schools 
including Winthrop. We add to this our partnership with Apple through the Apple ConnectED program.  This year our 
students and teachers fully integrated iPads, Mac Air books, iPad minis, Apple TV’s and projectors into daily instruction 
in the classroom.  This equipment will support student learning and allow our students to be creative and innovative while 
learning in the classroom.  Apple consultants provided PD and assisted teachers in learning and using the provided 
devices.  We continue our business partnerships the Discovery Museum and Norwalk Community College.  Both partners 
provide science activities for our students throughout the year. These business partnerships provide many voluntary 
service hours to our students, concrete interactions in the environment, as well as an opportunity to apply knowledge 
learned through the activities.  All of these partnerships support our academic and social-emotional programs while 
providing opportunities that our students might not have otherwise. 
 
 
 


